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1. Global Development on Children and Human’s rights 

[News] Vitamin A deficiency puts 140 million children at risk of illness and 

death – UNICEF  

May 2, 2018 – More than 140 million children are at greater risk of illness, hearing loss, 

blindness and even death globally if urgent action is not taken to provide them with life-saving 

vitamin A supplements, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has warned. 

Full article (UN)  

 

[News] 200,000 children forced to learn in bullet-riddled classrooms  

May 4, 2018 – Some 200,000 girls and boys in eastern Ukraine are commuting to schools 

whose classroom walls are often riddled with bullets, and playgrounds scattered with metal 

remnants of war. 

Full article (UN) 

   

[News] UNICEF urges wealthy countries to encourage more breastfeeding  

May 10, 2018 – Babies in wealthy countries are five times more likely to miss out on 

breastfeeding than those in the under-developed, the United Nations Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) said on Thursday, explaining that this gap could be addressed by better support for 

working mothers, and regulating sales of infant formula. 

Full article (UN) 

  

[News] Mothers, children, lacking basic nutrition in North Korea: UN food aid 

chief  

May 11, 2018 – The head of the United Nations food relief agency said on Friday that many 

mothers and young children in North Korea are still relying on humanitarian assistance to 

meet their nutritional needs. 

Full article (UN)  

 

[Nouvelle] Une course contre la montre pour les droits des enfants  

14 Mai 2018 – C’est une course contre la montre en direction du Programme de 

développement durable à l’horizon 2030 pour les droits de l’enfant. Pour ce haut responsable 

du Haut-Commissariat aux droits de l’homme, le monde n’a plus que 12 ans pour renverser 

cette tendance et atteindre les cibles fixées par les Etats membres de l’ONU. 

Article complet (ONU)  

 

 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1008782
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1008932
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1009322
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1009502
https://news.un.org/fr/audio/2018/05/1013982
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[Nouvelle] Droits des enfants : deux tiers de gamins laissés pour compte dans 

le monde 

15 Mai 2018 – Le directeur de la Division des mécanismes des droits de l’homme au Haut-

Commissariat des Nations unies aux droits de l’homme, Adam Abdelmoula, a averti que la 

situation est déplorable, près de trente ans après l’adoption de la Convention relative aux 

droits de l’enfant. 

Article complet (Agence d’information d’Afrique centrale)  

 

[News] More than 120 child refugees missing in UK after being trafficked from 

France, report finds  

May 28, 2018 – The NSPCC has called on the government to bolster cross-border 

arrangements on child trafficking after it emerged children as young as 11 had been sexually 

abused and forced to take drugs by traffickers promising to take them to the UK. 

Full article (Independent)  

 

[News] A numbers game: Indigenous children in care and the threat of another 

stolen generation 

May 24, 2018 – Tomorrow is Sorry Day, the anniversary of the Bringing them Home report, 

which documented the systematic removal of thousands of Aboriginal and Islander children 

forcibly taken from their families and communities. 

Full article (The Guardian)  

 

[Report] Japan commits US$25.5 million to support the most vulnerable 

children and communities in Syria through the UN’s ‘Education for All’ joint 

programme 

May 24, 2018 – The government of Japan announced the second phase of funding for the 

UN’s ‘Education for All’ joint programme in Syria, bringing the total support to the programme 

to US$25.5 million. Anchored in the No Lost Generation Initiative, the programme will 

contribute to ensuring increased access for children and young people to quality learning, 

skills- building and participation, including those living in hard to reach and besieged areas. 

Programme implementation started in early 2017 to be concluded by the end of 2018. 

Full article  (Reliefweb)  

 

http://www.adiac-congo.com/content/droits-des-enfants-deux-tiers-de-gamins-laisses-pour-compte-dans-le-monde-83416
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/child-trafficking-refugees-missing-uk-france-nspcc-calais-dunkirk-a8369816.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/may/24/a-numbers-game-indigenous-children-in-care-and-the-threat-of-another-stolen-generation
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/japan-commits-us255-million-support-most-vulnerable-children-and
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[Opinion] Protecting child rights in Hong Kong will take more than an official 

commission 

June 15, 2018 - Grenville Cross says the effectiveness of Hong Kong’s new Commission on 

Children rests on its non-official members, especially the younger ones, making their voices 

heard. 

Full article (South China Morning Post) 

 

[Reportage] Souffrance, anxiété et dépression pour les enfants migrants placés 

en détention 

20 juin 2018 - Nul besoin d’être pédiatre pour comprendre que la séparation des enfants 

migrants de leurs familles, provoquée par la politique de tolérance zéro du président Trump, 

cause énormément de souffrance. Et ce, même si le président des États-Unis vient d’infléchir 

sa position sur la séparation des familles à la frontière mexicaine en signant un décret mettant 

fin à cette situation.  

Article complet (L’Actualité)  

 

[Nouvelle] L'ONU ajoute des groupes violant les droits des enfants à une liste 

noire 

26 juin 2018 - Plusieurs groupes congolais, maliens et yéménites ont été ajoutés sur une liste 

noire annuelle de l'ONU d'entités violant dans les guerres les droits des enfants, annexée à 

un rapport du secrétaire général de l'organisation publié cette semaine. 

Article complet (La Presse)  

 

[News] NGO pacts to promote children’s rights 

June 26, 2018 - The Ministry of Social Affairs yesterday signed agreements with three NGOs 

to promote Cambodian children’s rights and their studies in the community. Tep Puthea, the 

ministry’s deputy director of administration affairs and finance, said the ministry signed the 

memorandum of understanding with the NGOs to work together to promote the interests of 

Cambodia children and avoid violence against them.  

Full article (Khmer Times) 

 

  

http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/hong-kong/article/2150906/protecting-child-rights-hong-kong-will-take-more
https://lactualite.com/societe/2018/06/20/souffrance-anxiete-et-depression-pour-les-enfants-migrants-places-en-detention/
http://www.lapresse.ca/international/afrique/201806/26/01-5187300-lonu-ajoute-des-groupes-violant-les-droits-des-enfants-a-une-liste-noire.php
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50504864/ngo-pacts-to-promote-childrens-rights/
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[Opinion] How we can fight child labour in the tobacco industry 

June 27, 2018 - Many of the world’s most popular brands of cigarettes may contain tobacco 

produced by vulnerable child workers. Over the last five years, we have investigated labor 

conditions and human rights problems on tobacco farms in four of the world’s top 10 tobacco-

producing countries. We found that children work in hazardous conditions on farms supplying 

some of the world’s largest multinational tobacco companies.  

Full article (Human Rights Watch) 

 

[News] Parents who share pictures of their children on social media putting 

their human rights at risk, UN warns 

June 29, 2018 - Parents who share pictures of their children on social media are putting their 

human rights at risk, the United Nations has warned. The UN's special rapporteur Joseph 

Cannataci said that "strong guidelines" were needed to preserve the rights of children whose 

parents upload video and images of them.   

Full article (The Telegraph)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/27/how-we-can-fight-child-labour-tobacco-industry
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/06/29/parents-share-pictures-children-social-media-putting-human-rights/
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2. Conferences, Courses and Events 
 

Conference – 10th Nordic Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect 

The Nordic Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect invites child maltreatment 

professionals to the 10th Nordic Conference in Tórshavn on the Faroe Islands. The conference 

will feature keynotes and other presentations related to theme, In the Best Interest of The 

Child: Rhetoric or Reality? Topics will include trauma and hidden wounds, poly-victimization, 

prevention and early intervention, and possible improvements. Participants will have the 

opportunity to hear from speakers from every Nordic country, who will discuss their clinical 

experiences and research, as well as plenty of time for important informal exchange with 

colleagues from the region. 

Location: Tórshavn, Denmark 

Date: August 19-22, 2018 

For more information (Nordic Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect) 

 

Course – Child Rights and Why They Matter 

This online training aims to: raise the level of awareness and understanding of child rights and 

a child rights approach and why they are so important to UNICEF; stimulate interest, increase 

motivation and provide inspiration for all UNICEF personnel and partners globally; encourage 

an improved application of a child rights approach in practice by UNICEF personnel and 

partners. 

Location: Online 

Date: Anytime  

For more information (UNICEF) 

 

Formation – Certificat : La parole de l’enfant en justice  

La formation se compose de sept modules d'une durée de deux jours chacun qui 

s'échelonneront jusqu'à mars 2020 sur le site valaisan de l'Université de Genève 

(Bramois/Sion). Ce CAS privilégie une approche interdisciplinaire et allie des concepts 

théoriques à des pratiques de prévention, d’accompagnement et d'intervention judiciaire. En 

explorant l’importance symbolique de la scène judiciaire, il permet aux professionnels de 

découvrir les mécanismes et les rôles des institutions et des acteurs impliqués auprès des 

enfants et adolescents. 

Emplacement : Université de Genève, Suisse 

Dates : Débute en septembre 2018  

Pour plus d’information (Institut international des droits de l’enfant) 

 

http://www.nfbo.org/the-congress/
https://agora.unicef.org/course/info.php?id=11073
https://www.childsrights.org/actualites/communiques-de-presse/91-cas-parole-enfant/1850-certificat-la-parole-de-l-enfant-en-justice
https://www.childsrights.org/actualites/communiques-de-presse/91-cas-parole-enfant/1850-certificat-la-parole-de-l-enfant-en-justice
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Formation – Entreprises et droit international des droits de l’homme 

La Fondation René Cassin et la Fondation Friedrich Naumann pour la Liberté organisent une 

9ème session à Dakar sur le thème "Entreprises et Droit International des Droits de l'Homme" 

en partenariat avec le Bureau Régional pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest du Haut-Commissariat des 

Nations Unies aux droits de l’homme (BRAO), l’ambassade de France au Sénégal, le Comité 

Sénégalais des Droits de l’Homme (CSDH) et la Délégation de l’Union Européenne au Sénégal 

(UE). 

Emplacement : Dakar, Sénégal 

Dates : 10 au 21 septembre 2018 

Pour plus d’information (Institut international des droits de l’homme, Fondation René Cassin) 

 

Discussion – Day of General Discussion on Protecting and Empowering 

Children as Human Rights Defenders 
The Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) holds a Day of General Discussion 

in Geneva (DGD) every two years in September focused on a specific article of the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child (CRC) or a related subject. These meetings are an opportunity to 

develop a deeper understanding of the contents and implications of the CRC. The topic is 

selected by the Committee and announced at least one year in advance. 

Location: Geneva, Switzerland 

Date: September 28, 2018 

For more information (Child Rights Connect) 

 

Conference – Eurochild Conference 2018  

The Eurochild Conference in Opatija will bring positive examples of how public decision-

makers at local, national and European levels are respecting the right of children to 

participate in decisions affecting them. The Eurochild conference will bring together 

practitioners, researchers, civil society actors, policy and decision makers along with children 

and young people themselves to contribute to improving children’s participation in public 

decision-making. 

Location : Opatija, Croatia  

Dates : October 29-31, 2018  

For more information (Eurochild) 

 

https://www.iidh.org/index.php?p=voir_formation&idFormation=79
http://www.childrightsconnect.org/day-of-general-discussion/
https://www.eurochild.org/events/eurochild-conference-2018/
https://www.eurochild.org/events/eurochild-conference-2018/
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Formation – Le système de justice pénale pour les adolescents: le connaître 

pour mieux intervenir auprès des victimes 

La formation s’adresse aux personnes qui travaillent auprès des victimes (adultes et mineurs) 

d’actes criminels commis par un adolescent. Elle pourrait intéresser les personnes qui 

travaillent dans les cliniques jeunesse, CLSC, OJA, CALAC, CAVAC, maisons d’hébergement 

ainsi que les étudiants de différents programmes universitaires qui s’intéressent aux besoins 

des victimes. À la fin de cette formation, les personnes participantes seront capables de mieux 

accompagner les victimes d’actes criminels à différentes étapes de leur parcours dans le 

système de justice pénale pour les adolescents et dans l’exercice de leurs droits et recours. 

Emplacement : Drummondville, Québec 

Dates : 6 et 7 novembre 2018  

Pour plus d’information (Association québécoise Plaidoyer-Victimes) 

  

http://www.aqpv.ca/index.php/services-et-activites/2011-10-10-10-37-49?layout=edit&id=294
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3. Subregional and Country Udpates – Sub-Saharan Africa 

Afrique – Des filles enceintes et des jeunes mères sont exclues de l’école 

14 juin 2018 – À travers l’Afrique, des dizaines de milliers de filles enceintes et de mères 

adolescentes sont exclues de l'école, ou bien découragées d’y aller, selon un nouveau rapport 

de Human Rights Watch publié à l'avant-veille de la Journée de l’enfant africain, le 16 juin 

2018.  

Article complet (Human Rights Watch) 

 

Bénin – « Le gouvernement et les OSC déterminés à assurer la protection de 

l’enfant » 

17 mai 2018 – La Maison de la société civile en collaboration avec le Forum des organisations 

de défense des droits de l’enfant au Bénin, Foddeb, avec le soutien de Plan international et 

de l’agence suédoise de développement internationale, Asdi, a organisé hier jeudi 17 mai 

2018 à l’Infosec, la troisième table ronde entre la société civile et l’Etat sur les engagements 

liés aux droits de l’enfant.  

Article complet (La Nouvelle Tribune) 

 

Burkina Faso – « Vers le retrait des enfants et femmes en situation de rue au 
Burkina » 
25 mai 2018 – Le gouvernement burkinabè envisage mener une opération de retrait des 

enfants et des femmes en situation de rue, a-t-on appris à l’issue du conseil des ministres du 

jeudi. Selon le compte rendu de la réunion gouvernementale parvenu à l’AIB vendredi matin, 

«l’opération, qui débutera par la ville de Ouagadougou, sera précédée d’une période de 

sensibilisation sur la nécessité de protéger les enfants et les femmes». 

Article complet (Agence d’information du Burkina) 

 

Burundi – « Les enfants victimes de la recrudescence de la violence » 
15 mai 2018 – Au Burundi, l’ONU et notamment l’UNICEF s’inquiètent de la recrudescence de 

la violence à l’entame du « référendum constitutionnel controversé de jeudi prochain ». Les 

Nations Unies observent une montée de la tension suite à une récente attaque meurtrière 

contre un village qui a fait 26 morts parmi les civils dont dix femmes et onze enfants. 

Article complet (ONU Info) 

https://www.hrw.org/fr/afrique
http://www.acerwc.org/ourevents/day-of-the-african-child-2018/
https://www.hrw.org/fr/news/2018/06/14/afrique-des-filles-enceintes-et-des-jeunes-meres-sont-exclues-de-lecole
https://lanouvelletribune.info/2018/05/benin-le-gouvernement-et-les-osc-determines-a-assurer-la-protection-de-lenfant/
http://www.aib.bf/m-13091-burkina-vers-le-retrait-des-enfants-et-femmes-en-situation-de-rue-au-burkina.html
https://news.un.org/fr/audio/2018/05/1014042
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Central African Republic – “UNICEF calls for the urgent protection of children 
in the Central African Republic” 
May 12, 2018 – A dramatic increase in violence in the Central African Republic in the first part 

of 2018 has forced at least 55,000 people, including 28,600 children to flee because of 

brutality and violence in their communities. The already precarious humanitarian and security 

situation in the country has deteriorated over the past year, worsening even further since the 

start of 2018.  

Full article (Relief web) 

 

Congo (République démocratique du) – « Kasaï : 770 000 enfants de moins de 
5 ans souffrent de malnutrition aiguë » 
09 mai 2018 – Au moins 770 000 enfants dans la région du Kasaï en République démocratique 

du Congo souffrent de malnutrition aiguë, dont 400 000 sont gravement dénutris et menacés 

de mort - a indiqué l'UNICEF dans un rapport publié aujourd'hui. L’organisation prévient que 

si des mesures urgentes ne sont pas prises pour renforcer la réponse humanitaire, le nombre 

de décès d'enfants pourrait monter en flèche. 

Article complet (UNICEF) 

 

Guinée – Exploitation des enfants: les activistes des droits des enfants sonnent 

la mobilisation pour mettre fin à cette pratique 
2 juin 2018 – Le vendredi  1er juin marque le début du mois de l’enfant. Une célébration qui 

intervient à moment où l’exploitation et les violences faites aux enfants semblent prendre 

une proportion inquiétante en Guinée. En plus du non-respect de leurs droits, la plupart des 

enfants n’ont pas accès aux services sociaux de base. Une situation que regrette Hadja Idrissa 

Bah, la présidente du parlement des enfants de Guinée. 

Article complet (Guinée News)  

 

Mali – “Alarming needs among families fleeing Mali violence” 
May 28, 2018 – More than 8,000 people who fled their homes in Menaka, Mali, are living 

under precarious conditions. An assessment led by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 

reveals urgent needs for water, food, medical and psychosocial support. "Displaced families 

are drinking stagnant rainwater. Sanitary conditions are precarious. We fear the spread of 

water-borne diseases," warned Badou Handane, emergency coordinator for NRC, who led the 

needs assessment. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/unicef-calls-urgent-protection-children-central-african-republic
https://www.unicef.fr/contenu/espace-medias/kasai-770-000-enfants-de-moins-de-5-ans-souffrent-de-malnutrition-aigue
https://www.guineenews.org/exploitation-des-enfants-les-activistes-des-droits-des-enfants-sonnent-la-mobilisation-pour-mettre-fin-a-cette-pratique/
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/alarming-needs-among-families-fleeing-mali-violence
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Niger – De plus en plus d’enfants migrants sont expulsés vers le Niger à mesure 

que l’Europe et l’Afrique du Nord renforcent le contrôle aux frontières 

8 juin 2018 – De plus en plus d’enfants migrants sont expulsés vers le Niger à mesure que les 

pays d’Europe et d’Afrique du Nord cherchent à restreindre les migrations irrégulières, 

déclare aujourd’hui l’UNICEF, avertissant qu’il n’existe pas suffisamment de mécanismes 

transfrontaliers pour protéger ces enfants des nombreux risques qu’ils courent : traite et 

trafic, violence, maltraitance, exploitation et détention. 

Article complet (UNICEF)  

 

Nigeria – World Cup child trafficking bid foiled in Nigeria 

June 11, 2018 – Nigerian authorities say they have rescued nine young girls and one boy who 

were being trafficked to Russia. Five suspects, including a policeman and a quarantine officer, 

were arrested for allegedly facilitating their travel, the government agency fighting trafficking 

says. The victims were found while trying to board a plane from Lagos to Moscow. They had 

football supporter ID cards in order to look as though they were fans heading to the World 

Cup in Russia. 

Full article (BBC)  

 

Nigeria – Nigeria: NHRC Tasks Buhari On Quick Assent to Child Protection Bill 

June 28, 2018 – The Executive secretary of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), 

Mr. Tony Ojukwu, has called on President Muhammadu Buhari to give children a gift by 

granting speedy assent to the 2018 Child Protection and Enforcement Agency (establishment) 

Bill. Ojukwu explained that the bill, when passed, would ensure that the interest and right of 

every Nigerian child is properly taken care of; especially in the three critical human rights 

issues of education, children in displacement and children living with disability. 

Full article (All Africa) 

 

Sahel – “UN’S Emergency fund releases US$30 million to avert acute hunger 
and malnutrition in the Sahel” 
May 24, 2018 – Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock released today US$30 million 

from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to urgently scale-up relief efforts in 

West Africa’s Sahel, where an acute drought, combined with exceptionally high food prices 

and worsening insecurity, has escalated humanitarian needs. Thousands of families have 

exhausted their food reserves and are cutting down on daily meals. Up to 1.6 million children 

are at risk of life-threatening malnutrition… 

Full article (Relief web) 

 

https://www.unicef.org/fr/communiqu%C3%A9s-de-presse/de-plus-en-plus-denfants-migrants-sont-expuls%C3%A9s-vers-le-niger-%C3%A0-mesure-que
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-44438570?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c77jz3mdmr3t/human-trafficking&link_location=live-reporting-story
http://allafrica.com/stories/201806280033.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/un-s-emergency-fund-releases-us30-million-avert-acute-hunger-and-malnutrition-sahel
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South Africa – South Africa must focus on its kids to meet UN development 

goals targets 

June 25, 2018 - There have been several vast improvements in the lives of South Africa’s 

children in recent years. Close to 90% of children now have access to electricity – up from 

72% in 2003. About 12% of children live below the international poverty line of USD$ 1.25 a 

day, down from 43% in 2003. 

Full article (The Conversation) 

 

South Sudan – “WHO supports stabilization centres to treat malnourished 
children in South Sudan” 
May 16, 2018 – In South Sudan, food insecurity continues to deteriorate to Emergency (IPC 

Phase 4) due to displacement, restrictions on movement and trade flows, and limited access 

to normal livelihoods activities. 

Full article (Relief web) 

 

Sudan – “Group of Friends of Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) in Sudan” 
May 17, 2018 – Following the signature of an Action Plan in March 2016 between the United 

Nations and the Government of Sudan to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children 

in armed conflict, Canada and Sweden, two long-time advocates of the CAAC agenda, teamed 

up with UNICEF to establish the Group of Friends of CAAC in Sudan. This informal platform 

allows the 23 members of the local diplomatic community to place issues facing conflict 

affected children in Sudan on the agenda and to develop collective advocacy efforts to 

enhance the protection of children in Sudan. 

Full article (Office of the Special Representative for Children and armed conflict) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

https://theconversation.com/south-africa-must-focus-on-its-kids-to-meet-un-development-goals-targets-98478
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/who-supports-stabilization-centres-treat-malnourished-children-south-sudan
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/group-of-friends-of-children-and-armed-conflict-caac-in-sudan/

