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1. Global Development on Children and Human’s Rights

[Advocacy] Why Girls Are Often Left Behind When It Comes to Education

April 2, 2018 — Young women aren’t the changemakers of the future, they are the here and now.
Despite decades of progress, girls around the world are still unable to go to school at the same
rate as boys due to a range of barriers, according to a new report by the United Nations’
education body, UNESCO.

Full article (Global Citizen)

[Nouvelle] Nouvelles orientations pour promouvoir I'allaitement maternel dans

les établissements de santé

11 avril 2018 — L’Organisation mondiale de la Santé (OMS) et I'UNICEF publient aujourd’hui de
nouvelles orientations proposant 10 mesures pour favoriser davantage I'allaitement maternel
dans les établissements de santé dotés d’une maternité et d’un service de néonatalogie.
L'allaitement au sein de tous les nourrissons jusqu’a I’age de deux ans permettrait de sauvait plus
de 820 000 enfants de moins de cing ans chaque année.

Article complet (OMS et UNICEF)

[Nouvelle] Le nombre de réfugiés et migrants arrivant en Europe a diminué mais
les dangers ont parfois augmenté

11 avril 2018 — Malgré une baisse du nombre des arrivées de réfugiés et de migrants en Europe,
les dangers auxquels ils sont confrontés ont parfois augmenté, selon un nouveau rapport publié
mercredi par I’Agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés (HCR). L’agence onusienne constate
gu’avec 119.369 arrivées I’'an dernier, le nombre de traversées depuis la Libye vers I'ltalie a
diminué, suivant les mémes tendances observées depuis I'été 2017. Cette baisse s’est poursuivie
au premier trimestre de cette année, avec une baisse de 74% par rapport a I'année derniere, soit
6295 arrivées. Mais ce voyage vers I'ltalie s’est avéré de plus en plus périlleux, le taux de mortalité
parmi les personnes arrivant de Libye est passé a 1 pour 14 personnes dans les trois premiers
mois de 2018, contre 1 pour 29 personnes dans la méme période en 2017.

Article complet (HCR)



https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/gender-gap-in-education/
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2018/04/1010921
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2018/04/1010812
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[News] Spend more aid on early years education for a life of opportunity
April 11, 2018 — A child’s most important steps happen before they set foot in a primary school.
By their fifth birthday, their brain will already be 90% developed and the foundations for success
at school and in later life will be in place. However, despite all the evidence that pre-primary
education is vital, millions of children continue to miss out on the chance of a great start in life.
Access to pre-primary education continues to be a lottery, dependent on where a child is born.

Full article (The Guardian)

[News] Indigenous, Black children over-represented in foster care and group
homes, inquiry says

April 12, 2018 — Indigenous and Black children are over-represented in foster care and group
homes overseen by children’s aid societies across the province, an Ontario Human Rights
Commission inquiry confirms. “These findings are deeply concerning,” said Chief Commissioner
Renu Mandhane, who noted Indigenous and Black communities have been raising the alarm
about the problem for decades.

Full article (Toronto Star)

[Nouvelle] #moiaussi: hausse des dénonciations d'agressions sexuelles chez les
enfants

14 avril 2018 — lls sont nombreux a avoir brisé le silence cet automne, sans pour autant faire de
bruit. Pendant que le mouvement #moiaussi battait son plein sur les réseaux sociaux, une
myriade d'enfants ont trouvé le courage de dénoncer leur agresseur. Une vague de dénonciations
qui n'a pas été faite sur la place publique - comme pour le mouvement qui a touché les femmes
- mais qui serait tout aussi monumentale. A la Fondation Marie-Vincent, le seul centre au Québec
qui offre des services spécialement congus pour les enfants et les adolescents victimes de
violence sexuelle, la ligne téléphonique n'a pas dérougi de I'automne.

Article complet (La Presse)



https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/apr/11/aid-early-years-education-opportunity-sarah-brown
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2018/04/12/indigenous-black-children-over-represented-in-foster-care-and-group-homes-inquiry-says.html
http://www.lapresse.ca/actualites/justice-et-faits-divers/actualites-judiciaires/201804/14/01-5161039-moiaussi-hausse-des-denonciations-dagressions-sexuelles-chez-les-enfants.php
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[News] European Parliament Committee Urges End to Child Marriage
April 16, 2018 — The European Union could do more to help end child marriage, and members of
the European Parliament are working for it to do just that. On Thursday, the parliament’s
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality Committee adopted an opinion calling for the EU’s
diplomatic arm to develop a clear strategy and dedicate funds to eradicating child and forced
marriage by 2030. This could not be more timely. Under the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, countries around the world pledged to end child marriage —any marriage in
which one or both spouses are under age 18 — by 2030.

Full article (Human Rights Watch)

[News] Committee on Migrant Workers Launches Joint General Comments on the
Rights of Migrant Children with a Panel Discussion

April 16, 2018 — The Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of their Families this afternoon held a panel discussion entitled “Putting migrant
children’s rights upfront: challenges and duties in protecting the human rights of children in the
context of international migration,” thus marking the launch of its joint General Comments with
the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the human rights of migrant children.

Full article (OHCHR)

[News] 'We won't stop': Students across US renew demand for gun safety in
second walkout

April 20, 2018 — For the second time in two months, thousands of students from across the
country streamed out of class as part of a National School Walkout to demand action on gun
reform -- even as Florida police investigated a fresh shooting that injured a student Friday
morning.

Full article (CNN)


https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/16/european-parliament-committee-urges-end-child-marriage
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22948&LangID=E
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/20/us/national-school-walkout/index.html
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[News] Hundreds of Immigrant Children Have Been Taken From Parents at U.S.
Border

April 20, 2018 — On Feb. 20, a young woman named Mirian arrived at the Texas border carrying
her 18-month-old son. They had fled their home in Honduras through a cloud of tear gas, she
told border agents, and needed protection from the political violence there. She had hoped she
and her son would find refuge together. Instead, the agents ordered her to place her son in the
back seat of a government vehicle, she said later in a sworn declaration to a federal court. They
both cried as the boy was driven away. For months, members of Congress have been demanding
answers about how many families are being separated as they are processed at stations along
the southwest border, in part because the Trump administration has in the past said it was
considering taking children from their parents as a way to deter migrants from coming here.

Full article (The New York Times)

[Nouvelle] L’Inde instaure la peine de mort pour les violeurs d’enfants

21 avril 2018 — Le gouvernement indien a approuvé samedi la peine de mort pour les violeurs
d’enfants apres le viol collectif et le meurtre d’une fillette de 8 ans qui a choqué le pays. Dées son
retour d’'un sommet du Commonwealth, le premier ministre indien, Narendra Modi, a réuni
samedi son gouvernement, qui a approuvé un amendement a la loi sur les violences sexuelles
permettant de condamner a la peine capitale les violeurs d’enfants agés de moins de 12 ans, a
indiqué a I’AFP un responsable du gouvernement. Les peines minimales pour viol ont également
été durcies.

Article complet (Le Soleil)

[News] Damning cocoa report: Decade-long efforts to improve cocoa sector
falling way short, claims NGO

April 20, 2018 — A damning report into the cocoa sector claims that widely touted efforts in the
industry to improve the lives of farmers, communities and the environment made over the last
decade are having little impact. Despite many of the big players in the cocoa and chocolate supply
chain working on sustainability issues like trying to eradicate child labor and stopping
environmental damage like deforestation, the efforts of companies and governments have very
little influence, according to the Cocoa Barometer 2018.

Full article (Food Ingredients First)


https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/20/us/immigrant-children-separation-ice.html
https://www.lesoleil.com/actualite/monde/linde-instaure-la-peine-de-mort-pour-les-violeurs-denfants-6bf69a61ed2e2772931172ff3bc643c2
http://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/damning-cocoa-report-industry-nowhere-near-close-to-eradicating-child-labor-and-preventing-deforestation-claim-ngos.html
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[Nouvelle] L'ONU appelle le Conseil de sécurité a appuyer le travail des jeunes en
faveur de la consolidation de la paix

23 avril 2018 - L’Envoyée de I'ONU pour la jeunesse, Jayathma Wickramanayake, a présenté au
Conseil de sécurité ce lundi les conclusions de I'Etude indépendante sur I'lapport des jeunes aux
processus de paix et de reglement des conflits. « Ce n’est pas tous les jours que le Conseil de
sécurité a I'opportunité d’examiner un rapport indépendant qui contient les voix de plus de 4.000
jeunes de toutes les régions du monde, qui représentent eux-mémes les aspirations de millions
d’autres jeunes », s’est exclamée I'Envoyée spéciale.

Article complet (ONU)

[Nouvelle] L’OMS appelle a accroitre la couverture vaccinale a travers le monde
24 avril 2018 — A I'occasion de la Semaine mondiale de la vaccination, du 24 au 30 avril,
I’Organisation mondiale de la Santé (OMS) appelle les gouvernements et les gens a tous les
niveaux a accroitre la couverture vaccinale pour sauver des millions de vies a travers le monde.
La vaccination est généralement considérée comme 'une des interventions sanitaires les plus
efficaces et les moins colteuses. Pourtant, plus de 19 millions d’enfants dans le monde ne sont
pas — ou pas assez — vaccinés et risquent donc de contracter des maladies potentiellement
mortelles. 10% de ces enfants ne sont jamais vaccinés et, trés probablement, n’ont jamais été en
contact avec le systeme de santé, rappelle 'OMS.

Article complet (OMS)

[News] Indonesia child marriage sparks controversy

April 24, 2018 — Two Indonesian children got married in Sulawesi this week, the end of a long
battle to do so which drew nationwide attention and criticism. The 15-year-old boy and 14-year-
old girl had sought permission from a religious court for their wedding. The case triggered strong
criticism at home and abroad. The government is now planning changes to the law.

Full article (BBC)


https://news.un.org/fr/story/2018/04/1011912
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2018/04/1012022
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-43876307
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2. Conferences, Courses and Events

Conference — Continental Conference on Child Justice in Africa

This conference held at the United Nations Conference Center is the annual conference organized
by The African Child Policy Forum. The Conference will include a Thematic Consultation on
Children in Conflict with the Law, linked specifically to the United Nations Global Study on
Children Deprived of Liberty.

Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Dates: May 8-10, 2018
For more information (The African Child Policy Forum)

Colloque — 18e Colloque Annuel de Formation sur les enfants disparus ou
exploités (CEDE)

La 18e édition du CEDE, un grand colloque sur les enfants disparus ou exploités au Canada,
organisé par le Centre canadien de protection de I'enfance. Le CEDE offre trois jours de
formations données par des experts sur divers sujets, dont la détection et 'investigation des
violences faites aux enfants et I'exploitation des enfants par Internet.

Emplacement : Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Dates : 15 au 17 mai 2018
Pour plus d'information (Colloque sur les Enfants Disparus ou Exploités)

Conférence — Conférence de I’UE sur la jeunesse, la paix et la sécurité

Les objectifs généraux de la Conférence de I'Union européenne (UE) sur la jeunesse, la paix et la
sécurité sont de renforcer la mise en ceuvre de l'agenda Jeunesse, Paix et Sécurité de I'UE,
promouvoir la politique européenne en matiére de jeunesse, paix et sécurité, promouvoir la
coopération UE-Organisation des Nations Unies sur la jeunesse, tout en améliorant la visibilité de
I'agenda Jeunesse, Paix et Sécurité.

Emplacement: Bruxelles, Belgique
Dates: 23 mai 2018
Pour plus d’informations (UNESCO)



http://www.africanchildforum.org/childjustice
https://protectchildren.ca/app/fr/mecc
https://fr.unesco.org/events/conference-ue-jeunesse-paix-securite-promouvoir-jeunesse-consolidation-paix
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Summer School — Summer School International Humanitarian Law (12th Edition)
The University of Ottawa and the Canadian Red Cross are pleased to invite you to the 12th edition
of the Summer School on International Humanitarian Law (IHL).The goal of this course is to offer
students and professionals the fundamentals of IHL and the opportunity to apply this knowledge
through realistic case studies and a full simulation day. Applications from students, academics,
government employees, NGO and |0 staff, journalists and those with an interest in learning about
IHL are welcome. Preference will be given to participants with exposure to the application or the
theory of international humanitarian law, international human rights law or humanitarian work.
The course is offered in both French and English.

Location: University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada
Dates: May 27 to June 1, 2018
For more information (Human Rights Research and Education Centre, University of Ottawa)

Congres — Congres mondial sur la justice pour enfants

Sous le haut patronage de I'UNESCO, le Congrés Mondial sur la justice pour Enfants traitera des
trois problématiques suivantes: la tendance mondiale impliquant la participation des enfants aux
activités extrémistes violentes et les réponses envisageables; la nécessité d’identifier davantage
de moyens efficaces pour réduire la délinquance juvénile et la récidive; comment améliorer les
mécanismes de protection des enfants vulnérables et les stratégies de prévention précoce. Le
Congres Mondial 2018 sur la Justice pour Enfants a pour objectif de réunir les professionnels et
les acteurs internationaux afin de partager leurs perspectives sur la: justice juvénile et de la
famille, la prévention de la délinquance et de I'extrémisme violent.

Emplacement: Siege de 'UNESCO, Paris
Dates: 28 au 30 mai 2018
Pour plus d’information (Congrés mondial sur la justice pour enfants)

10


http://cdp-hrc.uottawa.ca/en/cours/DRC4521
https://j4c2018.org/
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Conference — International Refugee Rights Conference

In June 2018, the Canadian Council for Refugees invites non-governmental organizations and
others to attend an international conference in Toronto designed to enhance effectiveness in
promoting the human rights of refugees and vulnerable migrants.

Location: York University, Toronto, Canada
Dates: June 7-9, 2018
For more information (Canadian Council for Refugees)

Training — 19th Global Youth Justice Training

Global Youth Justice Champions 1,800+ volunteer-driven youth justice and juvenile justice
diversion programs called Teen/Youth/Student/Peer Court and Peer Jury on 5-Continents,
making it the most replicated juvenile justice and youth justice program around the globe. This
three (3) day training institute includes a free 1/2 day grant writing session, and provides
participants with the knowledge and skills to establish and enhance Teen/Youth/Student/Peer
Court and Peer Jury programs.

Location: Cape Cod, Massachusetts, USA
Dates: June 12-14, 2018
For more information (Global Youth Justice Training)

Cours d’été international — Petite enfance et droit a I’éducation : les tout-petits
et leurs droits a la lumiére des articles 28 et 29 de la Convention internationale
des droits de I’enfant

Le theme de la septieme édition du cours d’été international relatif aux droits de I’enfant portera
sur la petite enfance et le droit a I’éducation : les tout-petits et leurs droits a la lumiére des articles
28 et 29 de la Convention internationale relative aux droits de I'enfant.

Emplacement: Université de Moncton, Canada
Dates: 24 au 29 juin 2018
Pour plus d’information (Université de Moncton)

11


http://ccrweb.ca/en/international-refugee-rights-conference-2018#zoom=8&lat=43.77345&lon=-79.50187&layers=BT
https://www.globalyouthjustice.org/trainings/upcoming-trainings/
http://www.umoncton.ca/droitsdelenfant/
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Conference — Child Protection Realities Within a Changing Caribbean

Child abuse and neglect takes many forms affecting all layers of society in every nation. Child
maltreatment is a universal health issues which not only inflicts harm, pain and humiliation on
children leaving a legacy of suffering, it also kills. Together we create a future where all children
live and grow in nurturing, rights-respecting environments, free from abuse, neglect and other
forms of violence. Join ISPCAN for the FIRST TIME in Montego Bay, Jamaica to investigate
science-based approaches to preventing child maltreatment and strengthening the work of those
committed to increasing public awareness of all forms of violence against children, developing
activities to prevent such violence, and promoting the rights of children in all regions of the world.

Location: Montego Bay, Jamaica
Date: December 2-5, 2018
For more information (ISPCAN)

12


https://www.ispcan.org/caribbean2018/
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3. Subregional and Country Udpates — Children and Armed Conflicts

Global — “Refugee education must be ‘top of the agenda’ says Muzoon”
10 April 2018 - Education is ‘the greatest weapon that can help us fight for our rights and achieve our
dreams,’ Syrian youth activist Muzoon Almellehan tells UN forum.

Full article (UNHCR)

Jordan — “l Just Want Him to Live Like Other Jordanians” - Treatment of Non-

Citizen Children of Jordanian Mothers

24 April 2018 - In Jordan, a child born to a Jordanian mother and a non-Jordanian father is considered a
non-citizen in the eyes of the state. In violation of international human rights law, which obliges Jordan
not to discriminate against women, Jordanian law allows only fathers to pass citizenship to their children.
It does not allow Jordanian women to even confer automatic long-term residency on their children...

Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Mali — Growing Insecurity Adds to Challenges to Protect Children from Grave

Violations

3 April 2018 - Increasing insecurity in Mali’s northern and central regions, along with the slow
implementation of the peace agreement, have created an environment ripe for grave child rights
violations.

Full article (Office of the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict)

Myanmar - First downpours of 2018 hits Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar as

monsoon season nears

20 April 2018 - The first heavy rains of 2018 have hit Cox’s Bazar ahead of the much dreaded monsoon

season, drenching refugee camps that are now home to nearly 800,000 Rohingya. There was some rain
early on Wednesday followed by a heavy downpour this morning. The rain comes during what’s known
as the pre-monsoon season—when severe storms and heavy rains are common—before Bangladesh’s

devastating monsoon season starts in earnest in late May or early June.

Full article (Save the Children)

Myanmar — Myanmar Armed Forces Blacklisted By UN For Committing Sexual

Violence Against Rohingya

17 April 2018 - For the first time ever, the UN secretary-general is including Myanmar Armed Forces on
an annual blacklist of groups that are “credibly suspected” of carrying out sexual violence during
conflict.

Full article (UN Dispatch)
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Nigéria — La menace Boko Haram plane toujours sur les enfants du nord-est
18 Avril 2018 - Alors que le Nigeria se prépare a commémorer le quatrieme anniversaire de |'enlévement

des lycéennes de Chibok, le drame similaire de Dapchi est venu rappeler que Boko Haram est tout sauf
«vaincu», contrairement a ce qu'affirme le gouvernement d'Abuja.

Article complet (La Presse)

South Sudan — Senior officers from the Sudanese Armed Forces trained on

protection of children in armed conflict

8 April 2018 - On 3 April 2018, senior Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) officers attended a UNAMID-
supported training on protection of children in armed conflict and promoting local ownership of child
protection. The one-day workshop, held in Nyala, South Darfur, was organized by the Mission’s Child
Protection Unit (CPU) and is part of ongoing efforts to sensitize parties to the conflict on issues pertinent
to child rights and child protection.

Full article (United Nations Peacekeeping)

Soudan du Sud — « Plus de 200 enfants soldats libérés par les groupes armés
(UNICEF) »

,,,,,

armés, a annoncé ce mercredi le Fonds des Nations Unies pour I’'enfance (UNICEF). Ces jeunes qui ont
entre 10 et 17 ans, dont 95 filles, ont été démobilisés et remis a leur famille dans I'Etat d’Equatoria-
Occidental.

Full article (UN News)

Soudan du Sud — « Le Soudan du Sud est confronté a une "urgence en matiére de

violence sexuelle" (ONU) »

19 Avril 2018 - Les atrocités perpétrées et documentées dans de multiples enquétes en matiere de
violences sexuelles a I'encontre des femmes et des filles au Soudan du Sud « dépassent I'imagination »,
a déclaré jeudi la Sous-Secrétaire générale aux opérations de maintien de la paix de I'ONU, Bintou Keita,
a l'issue de sa premiére visite dans ce pays.

Full article (UN News)

South Sudan — “Everyone and Everything Is a Target” The Impact on Children of

Attacks on Health Care and Denial of Humanitarian Access in South Sudan”
10 April 2018 - Education is ‘the greatest weapon that can help us fight for our rights and achieve our
dreams,” Syrian youth activist Muzoon Almellehan tells UN forum.

Full article (Reliefweb)
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South Sudan — « For medical workers in South Sudan's war, just reaching the sick
is a challenge »

24 April 2018 - In the absence of a functioning state, outside NGOs are left to provide healthcare — even
primary healthcare — to most of South Sudan. Yet those organisations continue to face major obstacles
to doing their work: saving lives in a country beset by civil war is impossible without access to the
wounded and the sick.

Full article (Irin News)

Syria — « Reports of Children Choking, Convulsing and Foaming at the Mouth in
Douma »

9 April 2018 - In the wake of a suspected chemical attack on civilians in Douma, Eastern Ghouta, Save the
Children’s Syria Response Director, Sonia Khush, made the following statement: “We are horrified by
reports of a suspected chemical weapons attack in Douma, Eastern Ghouta. While we can’t confirm what
happened on Saturday night, it is clear that once again children have been killed and injured in
indiscriminate attacks. Our partners report helping children who were choking, foaming at the mouth and
convulsing in a chaotic situation”.

Full article (Save the Children)

Syria — « Hunger and Uncertainty for Children in Douma, Eastern Ghouta»

4 April 2018 - As negotiations over a reconciliation deal continue in Douma, Eastern Ghouta, tens of
thousands of civilians are estimated to remain in the opposition-held area. There are acute shortages of
medical supplies and nutritious food in the enclave, which - according to Save the Children’s partners -
has left many children malnourished.

Full article (Save the Children)

Ukraine — Aprés quatre années de conflit, 4,4 millions de personnes toujours dans

une situation humanitaire désastreuse (ONU)

20 Avril 2018 - Quatre ans apres le début du conflit en Ukraine, 4,4 millions de personnes vivent
toujours dans une situation humanitaire catastrophique dans I'est du pays, a déploré le Bureau de la
coordination des affaires humanitaires de 'ONU.

Full article (UN News)

Yemen - Yemen's children have been forgotten by the world for too long
26 April 2018 - Just 12 percent of the funds required to support education activities in the war-torn
country this year have been raised.

Full article (Middle East Eye)
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