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1. Global Development on Children and Human’s Rights

[Press release] Nearly 19 million newborns at risk of brain damage every year
due to iodine deficiency

March 1, 2018 — Nearly 19 million babies born globally every year — 14 per cent — are at risk of
permanent yet preventable brain damage and reduced cognitive function due to a lack of
iodine in the earliest years of life, according to a new joint report by UNICEF and GAIN released
today. More than 1 in 4 of these children — 4.3 million — lives in South Asia.

Full article (UNICEF USA)

[Communiqué de presse] Lancement du nouveau Manuel sur la sécurité et les
droits de l'enfant portant sur la protection des droits de l'enfant dans les
dispositions en matiere de sécurité

5 mars 2018 - Un groupe de travail multipartite regroupant des membres de gouvernements,
d'entreprises et de la société civile s'est réuni aujourd'hui pour le lancement du Manuel sur la
sécurité et les droits de I'enfant (le « Manuel »), document d'accompagnement a la Liste de
vérification relative a la sécurité et aux droits de I'enfant (la « Liste de vérification ») publié en
mars 2017. Ce document d'accompagnement aidera les gouvernements et les sociétés a
améliorer la protection des droits de I'enfant dans les dispositions en matiere de sécurité et
réduire les violations des droits fondamentaux des enfants et des jeunes liées a la sécurité, plus
particulierement sur les sites miniers, gaziers et pétroliféres a I'étranger et autour de ces sites.

Article complet (UNICEF Canada)

[News] Urgent need to step-up protection of children in crises — UN rights wing
March 5, 2018 — Children in crisis situations face a raft of challenges — from family separation
and forced recruitment to sexual exploitation and abject poverty — the deputy United Nations
human rights chief said Monday, urging immediate action to protect children from the
consequences of “all too adult failings.”

Full article (UN)


https://www.unicefusa.org/press/releases/nearly-19-million-newborns-risk-brain-damage-every-year-due-iodine-deficiency/34098
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/lancement-du-nouveau-manuel-sur-la-securite-et-les-droits-de-lenfant-portant-sur-la-protection-des-droits-de-lenfant-dans-les-dispositions-en-matiere-de-securite-675814443.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004122
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[News] Girls Not Brides Welcomes Historic Drop in Global Number of Child
Marriages but Warns Complacency is Not an Option
March 6, 2018 — Girls Not Brides: The Global Partnership to End Child Marriage welcomes new
data published by UNICEF today showing a significant drop in the global number of child
marriages. However, the organisation cautioned that there is still a long way to go before child
marriage is a thing of the past. UNICEF estimates that globally 12 million girls marry each year
before they turn 18; this is a drop from their previous estimate of 15 million per year. The
number of women alive today who were married as children has also declined from an
estimated 720 to 650 million. The proportion of women worldwide aged 20-24 who were first
married or in union before age 18 has dropped from about 25% to 21%.

Full article (Girls Not Brides)

[Communiqué de presse] Les mariages d’enfants autorisés dans 20 pays sont
une entrave au droit a I'éducation, dénonce I"'UNESCO a I'occasion de la Journée
internationale des femmes

7 mars 2018 — Seuls 44 % des pays se sont engagés, sur la base de traités internationaux, a
assurer la parité dans I'éducation. C'est ce qui ressort du Rapport sur I'égalité des genres,
publié par le Rapport mondial de suivi de I'’éducation (GEM) le 8 mars, a I'occasion de la Journée
internationale de la femme. Il s’agit de la principale conclusion de ce sixieme rapport annuel qui
s’appuie sur les données fournies par 189 Etats pour déterminer s’ils garantissent aux filles et
aux femmes le plein acces au droit a I’éducation.

Article complet (UNESCO)

[News] International Women’s Day: The ‘time is now’ to transform global push
for women’s rights into action — UN

March 8, 2018 - This year, International Women’s Day comes at a pivotal moment, and with a
wave women’s activism — from the #MeToo movement to #TimesUp and beyond — exposing the
structures that have allowed women's oppression to flourish, the United Nations is urging the
world to stand with rural and urban women activists to topple the remaining barriers to gender
equality and empowerment.

Full article (UN)


https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/girls-not-brides-welcomes-historic-drop-in-global-number-of-child-marriages-but-warns-complacency-is-not-an-option/
https://fr.unesco.org/news/mariages-enfants-autorises-20-pays-sont-entrave-au-droit-education-denonce-unesco-occasion
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004382
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[News] 'Attacks and killings': human rights activists at growing risk, study claims
March 9, 2018 - Research shows 34% rise in attacks against campaigners defending land,
environment and labour rights in the face of corporate activity. Human rights defenders who
challenge big corporations are being killed, assaulted, harassed and suppressed in growing
numbers, researchers have claimed.

Full article (The Guardian)

[News] Canada Struggles as It Opens Its Arms to Victims of ISIS

March 16, 2018 — As leader of one of Canada’s largest refugee agencies, Fariborz Birjandian, a
refugee himself, has years of experience welcoming the world’s most vulnerable — Kosovar
Albanians fleeing ethnic cleansing, Burmese Karens evicted from Thai refugee camps and
Syrians escaping the civil war. Nothing prepared him for the Yazidis. The woman, Jihan, is one of
almost 1,200, mostly women and children, victims of the Islamic State who have been brought
to Canada as part of a special refugee program set up particularly for Yazidis, members of a tiny
religious minority from Northern Iraq that the militants set out to decimate in August 2014.
Canada’s immigration minister — who is also a former refugee — assured Canadians the
program would address the “unimaginable trauma, both physical and emotional” that most of
the victims carried with them. But a little over a year later, the Yazidis have proved a steep
challenge to the country’s celebrated refugee settlement system, and to those who work in it
like Mr. Birjandian.

Full article (The New York Times)

[Nouvelle] La réponse aux besoins des jeunes autochtones n’est pas

satisfaisante

13 mars 2018 — Les enfants autochtones, surtout les Inuits, demeurent fortement représentés
dans les dossiers et les plaintes, soutient la Commission des droits de la personne et des droits
de la jeunesse (CDPDJ) qui témoignait devant la Commission d’enquéte sur les relations entre

les Autochtones et certains services publics. Il en ressort de graves problémes de logement et

un mangque de familles d’accueil particulierement criants au Nunavik.

Article complet (Le Devoir)



https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/mar/09/human-rights-activists-growing-risk-attacks-and-killings-study-claims
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/16/world/canada/canada-refugees-yazidi.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Famericas
http://www.ledevoir.com/societe/522499/la-commission-des-droits-de-la-personne-a-la-commission-viens
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[News] Children to be asked views on Brexit by Welsh Government
March 19, 2018 — Children and young people are to be asked their views on the process by
which the UK leaves the EU, the Welsh Government has announced. Children's minister Huw
Irranca-Davies said Brexit would mean "some of the biggest changes in their adult lives". He
pledged to do "everything | can" to ensure concerns raised in the consultation were acted
upon. The Tories said it was a "desperate tactic", while Plaid Cymru called for the consultation
must be "meaningful". Views will be sought through schools and via young peoples'
organisations.

Full article (BBC News)

[Communiqué de presse] Accent mis sur les droits de l'enfant dans le ler
Rapport d'activité trimestriel 2018 du Commissaire aux Droits de 'Homme

23 mars 2018 - Le rapport d'activité du Commissaire Nils Muiznieks pour le premier trimestre
de 2018 a été publié apres sa présentation au Comité des Ministres et a I'Assemblée
parlementaire. Selon le Commissaire, «les enfants sont l'avenir de toute société et doivent
acquérir les compétences nécessaires pour développer la compréhension mutuelle, le respect
et la tolérance» et, par conséquent, la protection de leurs droits constitue sa principale
préoccupation. Son action multidimensionnelle, intense et a plusieurs niveaux sur le sujet au
cours des trois premiers mois de 2018, a consisté en de nombreuses missions et visites,
réunions, rapports et dialogues continus, déclarations, discours d'ouverture et lettres de
recommandation.

Article complet (Conseil de I'Europe)

[News] UN Commission delivers a blueprint to ensure the rights and
development of rural women and girls

March 24, 2018 — The United Nations’ largest annual gathering on gender equality and
women’s rights wrapped up Friday in New York with the strong commitment by its Member
States to achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls. These
include ensuring their adequate living standards with equal access to land and productive
assets, ending poverty, enhancing their food security and nutrition, decent work, infrastructure
and technology, education and health, including their sexual and reproductive health and
reproductive rights, and ending all forms of violence and harmful practices.

Full article (UN News)


http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-politics-43429355
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/children/-/emphasis-on-children-s-rights-in-commissioner-for-human-rights-1st-quarterly-activity-report-20-1
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1005871
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[News] UN forum examines role partnerships play in tackling global migration
challenge
March 26, 2018 — Partnerships at local, national, regional and international levels are crucial to

ensuring global migration is better managed, the United Nations migration agency chief said
Monday in New York.

Full article (UN)

[News] UNICEF scales up psychosocial support for Papua New Guinea’s children
after devastating quakes

March 28, 2018 — Children are suffering significant trauma and stress one month after a series
of major earthquakes hit Papua New Guinea, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said
on Wednesday, warning about the possible long-term negative consequences. “Children are
still being confronted by fear, loss, confusion, family separation, deteriorated living conditions
and disruption of social and school activities,” said Karen Allen, UNICEF Representative for
Papua New Guinea.

Full article (UN News)

[News] EU parents warned children need papers to stay in UK after Brexit

March 29, 2018 - Internationally blended families involving EU citizens and British-born children
are being warned that their children could face “serious problems” after Brexit if they do not
already have documentation to stay in the UK. Parents from the EU are being urged to get their
children’s status documented as soon as possible if they want them to avoid hostile
environment checks by the Home Office which could mean measures such as bank accounts
being closed, driving licences cancelled and job offers being withdrawn.

Full article (The Guardian)


https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1005951
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1006151
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/eu-referendum
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/mar/29/eu-parents-warned-children-need-papers-to-stay-in-uk-after-brexit
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2. Conferences, Courses and Events

Défi caritatif — Défi caritatif Banque Scotia 2018 avec I'IBCR

L'IBCR participera, pour une troisieme année consécutive, au défi caritatif de la Banque Scotia
qui aura lieu les 21 et 22 avril 2018 au parc Jean Drapeau, a Montréal. Joignez-vous a notre
équipe pour amasser des fonds pour la protection des droits des enfants au Canada et dans le
monde.

Emplacement: Parc Jean Drapeau, Montréal
Dates: 21 et 22 avril 2018
Pour plus d’information (Bureau international des droits des enfants)

Formation - Intervenir auprés de groupes sectaires ou de communautés
fermées: s'outiller pour protéger les enfants

D’une définition générale de la secte, la formation amenera des précisions, des nuances et des
distinctions entre les divers types de groupes radicaux, notamment les sectes totalitaires. Les
themes de la victimisation des enfants, de I'intervention et de I'accompagnement des familles
sorties d'un tel milieu seront aussi abordés.

Emplacement: Best Western, Saint-Jérome
Dates: 20 et 27 avril 2018
Pour plus d’information (Association québécoise Plaidoyer-Victimes)

Colloque — 9e colloque international sur les droits de I’enfant et la protection
des mineurs

Organisée dans le cadre de I'action continue du CIDE au sein du Centre suisse de compétence
pour les droits humains, cette conférence vise a prolonger et a approfondir les travaux de
recherche conduits par les institutions organisatrices autour des thématiques centrales des
droits de I'enfant et de la protection des mineurs en s’adressant aux politiques au niveau
national, cantonal, municipal et aux professionnels du domaine, ainsi qu’aux représentants des
médias et aux étudiants pour alimenter le dialogue interdisciplinaire qui alimente tant I’action
sur le terrain et la recherche scientifique.

Emplacement : Berne, Suisse
Dates : 3-4 mai, 2018
Pour plus d'information (Centre interfacultaire en droits de I’'enfant de I'Université de Genéeve)



http://www.ibcr.org/fr/engagez-vous/vos-meneront-loin/
http://www.aqpv.ca/index.php/22-services-et-activites/formations/361-formation-therapie-orientee-2
http://www.oijj.org/en/agenda/events/general/9-eme-colloque-international-sur-les-droits-de-l-enfant-et-la-protection-des-m
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Conference — Continental Conference on Child Justice in Africa

This conference held at the United Nations Conference Center is the annual conference
organised by The African Child Policy Forum. The Conference will include a Thematic
Consultation on Children in Conflict with the Law, linked specifically to the United Nations
Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty.

Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Dates: May 8-10, 2018
For more information (The African Child Policy Forum)

Colloque — 18e Colloque Annuel de Formation sur les enfants disparus ou
exploités (CEDE)

La 18e édition du CEDE, un grand colloque sur les enfants disparus ou exploités au Canada,
organisé par le Centre canadien de protection de I'enfance. Le CEDE offre trois jours de
formations données par des experts sur divers sujets, dont la détection et l'investigation des
violences faites aux enfants et I'exploitation des enfants par Internet.

Emplacement : Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Dates : 15 au 17 mai 2018
Pour plus d'information (Colloque sur les Enfants Disparus ou Exploités)

Congres — Congrés mondial sur la justice pour enfants

Sous le haut patronage de 'UNESCO, le Congres Mondial sur la justice pour Enfants traitera des
trois problématiques suivantes: la tendance mondiale impliquant la participation des enfants
aux activités extrémistes violentes et les réponses envisageables; la nécessité d’identifier
davantage de moyens efficaces pour réduire la délinquance juvénile et la récidive; comment
améliorer les mécanismes de protection des enfants vulnérables et les stratégies de prévention
précoce. Le Congrés Mondial 2018 sur la Justice pour Enfants a pour objectif de réunir les
professionnels et les acteurs internationaux afin de partager leurs perspectives sur la: justice
juvénile et de la famille, la prévention de la délinquance et de I'extrémisme violent.

Emplacement: Siege de 'UNESCO, Paris
Dates: 28 au 30 mai 2018
Pour plus d’information (Congrés mondial sur la justice pour enfants)

10


http://www.africanchildforum.org/childjustice
https://protectchildren.ca/app/fr/mecc
https://j4c2018.org/
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Training — 19th Global Youth Justice Training

Global Youth Justice Champions 1,800+ volunteer-driven youth justice and juvenile justice
diversion programs called Teen/Youth/Student/Peer Court and Peer Jury on 5-Continents,
making it the most replicated juvenile justice and youth justice program around the globe. This
three (3) day training institute includes a free 1/2 day grant writing session, and provides
participants with the knowledge and skills to establish and enhance Teen/Youth/Student/Peer
Court and Peer Jury programs.

Location: Cape Cod, Massachusetts, USA
Dates: June 12-14, 2018
For more information (Global Youth Justice Training)

Cours d’été international — Petite enfance et droit a I’éducation : les tout-petits
et leurs droits a la lumiére des articles 28 et 29 de la Convention internationale
des droits de I’enfant

Le theme de la septieme édition du cours d’été international relatif aux droits de I'enfant
portera sur la petite enfance et le droit a I'’éducation : les tout-petits et leurs droits a la lumiére
des articles 28 et 29 de la Convention internationale relative aux droits de I'enfant.

Emplacement: Université de Moncton, Canada
Dates: 24 au 29 juin 2018
Pour plus d’information (Université de Moncton)

11


https://www.globalyouthjustice.org/trainings/upcoming-trainings/
http://www.umoncton.ca/droitsdelenfant/
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3. Sub-regional and Country Updates — MENA

Jordanie — La Jordanie critiquée pour une baisse de sa protection des réfugiés

25 mars 2018 — L’organisation Human Rights Watch (HRW) a critiqué dimanche la décision
jordanienne de ne plus accorder d’assurance médicale publique aux réfugiés syriens résidant
hors des camps dans le royaume.

Article complet (Le Devoir)

Jordan — Guns versus books: campaigners urge nations to spend more on
education for children

March 26, 2018 — Countries should spend more on schooling and less on weapons to ensure
that children affected by war get an education, a child rights summit heard on Monday. The
gathering in Jordan was told that a common thread of war was its devastating impact in
keeping children out of school. Indian Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi, who founded the
summit, said ensuring all children around the world received a primary and secondary
education would cost another $40 billion annually - about a week’s worth of global military
expenditure.

Full article (Reuters)

Lebanon - For Syrian Refugees, Marriage Trap Breeds Statelessness in Lebanon
March 19, 2018 — It is a day associated with new beginnings, but for a growing number of Syrian
refugees in Lebanon, marriage has become a trap. Strapped for cash, unfamiliar with the laws
of the land and often restricted in their ability to find someone to conduct the marriage,
growing numbers of couples are tying the knot illegitimately. The implications are profound,
with consequences reverberating across generations and the country. Children of such unions
risk being left without status and rights.

Full article (VOA News)

12


https://www.ledevoir.com/monde/moyen-orient/523631/la-jordanie-critiquee-pour-une-baisse-de-la-protection-medicale-des-refugies-syriens
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-jordan-education-children/guns-versus-books-campaigners-urge-nations-to-spend-more-on-education-for-children-idUSKBN1H22E6
https://www.voanews.com/a/for-syrian-refugees-marriage-trap-breeds-statelessness-in-lebanon/4305149.html

0 Ooi-3°
D L 4 L
.o. 'o‘o o
. BUREAU INTERNATIONAL OFICINA
DES DROTTS DES ENFANTS | FOR CHILOREN'S RIGHTS | LOS DERECHOS Det niRo | Jhlall (§ghald 3 gall gl

Lebanon - “l Would Like to Go to School” Barriers to Education for Children with
Disabilities in Lebanon
March 22, 2018 — Under the law, all Lebanese children should have access to education free
from discrimination. Lebanon’s Law 220 of 2000 grants persons with disabilities the right to
education, health, and other basic rights. It set up a committee dedicated to optimizing
conditions for children registered as having a disability to participate in all classes and tests. In
reality, the educational path of children with disabilities in Lebanon is strewn with logistical,
social, and economic pitfalls that mean they often face a compromised school experience—if
they can enroll at all. Basmah, a 9-year-old girl with Down Syndrome, puts on her own backpack
every day as she gets in the car to accompany her siblings to school—but despite her
enthusiasm, no school has accepted her because of her disability. Human Rights Watch
interviewed 33 children or their families, who said they were excluded from public school in
Lebanon on account of disability, in what amounts to discrimination against them. Of these, 23
school-age children with disabilities in Beirut and its suburbs, Hermel, Akkar, Nabatieh, and the
Chouf districts, were not enrolled in any educational program.

Full article (Human Rights Watch)

Palestine — Palestine moves towards integrated social protection services for its
most vulnerable children

March 19, 2018 — During a recent visit to the State of Palestine, | had the opportunity to meet
Ahmed, a sixty-year-old truck driver who lives on the outskirts of Ramallah. The story he told us
is haunting, because of its desperate complexity and the acute deprivation of his children. In his
cramped two-room home, with little more than bedding on the concrete floor for furniture, he
shared the story of his family. He divorced his first wife, and two of the sons from this first
marriage are in prison, he told us fighting back tears. With his second wife, he has four sons,
between the ages of 10 and 15. Chronically short of money, his family has adopted a life on the
run, leaving a trail of debts behind them. Ahmed admits freely that he has not been able to
cater for his children — none of his children have birth certificates, none of them have ever been
to school, to mention two of the most pressing concerns.

Full article (UNICEF)
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Palestine/Israel — Ahed Tamimi, Palestinian Teen, Gets 8 Months in Prison for
Slapping Israeli Soldier
March 21, 2018 — Ahed Tamimi, a Palestinian teenager whose angry altercation with an Israeli
soldier outside her West Bank home made her a worldwide symbol of resistance but quickly got
her jailed without bail, was sentenced in a military court on Wednesday to eight months in
prison. Ms. Tamimi, 17, accepted a plea bargain that will end her trial and should bring about
her release in July, her lawyer said. It includes a fine of about $1,400 and a three-year
suspended sentence.

Full article (The New York Times)

Palestine/Israel - Britain tells Israel to treat Palestinian children better

March 23, 2018 — Israel must improve the treatment of Palestinian children in military
detention and do more to safeguard vulnerable people in its care, Britain said on Friday. The
Foreign Office issued a statement in the wake of the sentencing of Palestinian teenager Ahed
Tamimi, who was arrested after kicking and slapping an Israeli soldier in the occupied West
Bank in December. "The conviction and sentencing of Ahed Tamimi is emblematic of how the
unresolved [Israeli-Palestinian] conflict is blighting the lives of a new generation who should be
growing up together in peace, but continue to be divided," Alistair Burt, Britain's minister for
the Middle East, said. "The treatment of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention
remains a human rights priority for the UK. We will continue to call upon Israel to improve its
practices in line with international law and obligations," he said.

Full article (The National)

Syria — Syrian children in state of 'toxic stress', Save the Children says

March 7, 2018 — Millions of Syrian children could be living in a state of "toxic stress" due to
prolonged exposure to the horrors of war, aid group Save the Children says. The damage to an
entire generation of children could soon become irreversible without immediate help, it adds.
The stress of war has led to increased bedwetting, self-harm, suicide attempts and aggressive
behaviour among many children, according to a new report. The findings are based on
hundreds of interviews in Syria.

Full article (BBC)
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Syrie — « En 2017, plus d’enfants ont été tués en Syrie que depuis le début de la
guerre » - Antonio Guterres
12 mars 2018 — « En 2017, plus d’enfants ont été tués en Syrie que depuis le début de la guerre
», a déclaré le Secrétaire général, se disant décu « par tous ceux qui, année aprés année, en
agissant ou en n’agissant pas, par dessein ou par indifférence, ont permis cet état de fait ». M.
Guterres a souligné que 'ONU ne peut avoir une vision d’ensemble de la maniére dont Ila
résolution 2401 (2018) du Conseil est mise en ceuvre, a cause de |'acces limité sur le terrain. Si
le conflit a diminué en intensité dans certaines zones, il n’y a pas eu de cessation des hostilités,
a-t-il déploré, rappelant que la résolution réclame précisément cela. La violence se poursuit
dans la Ghouta orientale et au-dela, a Afrin, dans certaines parties d’Edleb et a Damas, a
déclaré le Secrétaire général.

Article complet (ONU Info)

Syrie — Sept années de guerre en Syrie et aucune amélioration en vue : les

enfants handicapés menacés d’exclusion

12 mars 2018 — La guerre en Syrie continue de faire rage, et les enfants handicapés risquent
chaque jour I'exclusion et I'oubli. « En situation de conflit, les enfants handicapés sont les plus
vulnérables », explique le Directeur régional de I'UNICEF pour le Moyen-Orient et I’Afrique du
Nord, Geert Cappelaere. « lls ont souvent besoin d’un traitement et de services spécialisés. En
tant qu'enfants, leurs besoins different de ceux des adultes. Sans possibilité d’accés a ces
services, aux écoles ou aux accessoires d’assistance comme les fauteuils roulants, de nombreux
enfants handicapés font face au risque tres élevé d'étre négligés et stigmatisés alors que le
conflit se poursuit sans répit ».

Article complet (UNICEF)

Syrie — « combien d’enfants syriens devront encore mourir cette année des
violences ? »

13 mars 2018 — Alors que le conflit en Syrie entre jeudi dans sa huitieme année, le Conseil des
droits de ’'homme de I'ONU a tenu pour la premiére fois mardi un débat de haut niveau sur les
violations des droits des enfants dans le pays. A cette occasion, la Haut-Commissaire adjointe
des Nations Unies aux droits de I'homme, Kate Gilmore, a rappelé que le conflit syrien a tué
400.000 personnes et en a blessé plus de 1 million.

Article complet (ONU Info)
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Turquie — De nombreuses violations des droits de I'homme liées a I'état
d'urgence
20 mars 2018 — Les reconductions régulieres de I'état d'urgence en Turquie depuis juillet 2016
ont entrainé de graves violations des droits humains de centaines de milliers de personnes,
selon un rapport publié¢ mardi par le Haut-Commissariat des Nations Unies aux droits de
I'homme (HCDH). Le rapport, qui couvre la période comprise entre le ler janvier et le 31
décembre 2017, fait état de cas de torture, de mauvais traitements, de détentions arbitraires,
de privation arbitraire du droit au travail, ou encore d’atteintes a la liberté d’association et
d’expression. L'une des conclusions les plus alarmantes du rapport, selon M. Zeid, est « la
maniere dont les autorités turques auraient détenu une centaine de femmes enceintes ou
venant d’accoucher, principalement au motif qu’elles étaient associées a leurs maris
[respectifs], soupconnés d’étre liés a des organisations terroristes ». Selon le Haut-
Commissaire, certaines de ces femmes ont été détenues avec leurs enfants et d’autres ont été
« violemment séparées d’eux ».

Article complet (ONU Info)

United Arab Emirates — 36 initiatives, 72 centres to support Emirati families
March 25, 2018 — The Ministry of Community Development on Sunday launched over 36
initiatives to implement the National Family Policy and create stable Emirati families able to
contribute to social development. The ministry will coordinate with relevant local and federal
entities to implement the projects that include drafting new regulations for child protection,
granting paternity leave and carrying out workshops and awareness campaigns for the youth
and newlyweds. As part of this, 72 local and federal counselling centres will support Emiratis.
Awareness programmes will be organised for children to protect them against abuse, and
discounts arranged for those who desire to marry.

Full article (Zawya)
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Yemen — Don’t bomb children
March 7, 2018 — As the UK Government welcomes the Saudi Crown Prince’s first official visit to
London, Save the Children has unveiled a life-size statue of a child outside Parliament. The
bronze-like statue is a reminder of the dangers that Yemeni children face every day and the
risks of British-made bombs fuelling the violence. The charity also took the statue to iconic
locations in London including Tower Bridge, Camden Market and Guy’s & St Thomas’ Hospital —
to reflect the types of places where children are regularly bombed in Yemen such as
playgrounds, hospitals, schools and markets. Save the Children is calling on the UK Government
to use its influence and help bring about a political solution to the conflict in Yemen. War is not
the answer.

Full article (Save the Children)

Yemen — UNICEF predicts fresh outbreak of deadly cholera in Yemen

March 26, 2018 — Yemen is likely to be hit by another outbreak of deadly cholera within
months, Unicef’s Middle East director has warned on the eve of the third anniversary of the
country’s civil war. More than 1 million children last year due to lack of access to water and
vaccination. Unicef’s Geert Cappelaere said one child every 10 minutes was dying from
preventable diseases in Yemen. “Let us not fool ourselves. Cholera is going to come back,” he
said on Sunday. “In a few weeks from now the rainy season will start again and without a huge
and immediate investment, cholera will again hit Yemeni children.”

Full article (The Guardian)
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