
Indicators to the Convention of the Rights of the Child in West and Central Africa
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urban rural urban rural male female male female

Benin 10,323 5,099 36 98 4.8 87 76 165 1.1 47 x 59 56 85 20 340 59 15 x 20 x 85 69 25 5 8 0.3 – – – – 55 x 31 x 29 x 15 16 11 32 7 0  15 16 – 86

Burkina Faso 16,935 8,859 41 136 5.6 93 74 181 2.9 45 56 64 98 9 400 44 14 24 97 76 50 7 18 0.4 68 65 22 18 47 x 33 x 29 x 42 36 10 52 76 13 34 44 83 34x f

Cameroon 22,254 11,037 37 128 4.8 81 48 152 0.5 10 x 55 61 95 11 590 34 11 x 15 94 52 62 27 94 1.5 97 86 – – 85   76   71   43   40   13 38 1 1 y 39 47 93 85

Cape Verde 499 180 20 92 x 2.3 – – 123 6.7 21 x 75 22 26 91 53 740 6 x – 91 86 75 47 <0,2 0.3 99 96 64 74 98 98 85 – – 3 18 – –  16 y 17 – 75 x

Central African Republic 4,616 2,148 34 229 4.4 78 52 185 0.6 63 x 50 96 139 6 880 27 14 24 90 54 44 7 17 1.2 81 64 18 10 49  27  37  27  30   29 68 24 1 75 80 92 65

Chad 12,825 7,092 46 203 6.3 42 9 184 3.4 62 x 51 89 148 4 980 15 20 30 72 45 31 6 34 0.7 72 56 – – 54 44 37 25 28 29 68 44 18 y – 62 84 54

Congo 4,448 2,170 38 147 5.0 95 85 140 0.5 54 x 59 36 49 25 410 48 13 x 12 93 29 20 6 13 0.9 88 96 – – 86 77 79 18 19 6 33 – –   62 73 87 73x f

Côte d'Ivoire 20,316 9,765 37 125 4.9 85 54 171 -0.4 24 x 51 71 100 17 720 29 17 x 16 92 68 33 10 72 0.9 67 56 – – 58 39 41 25 28 10 33 38 10  42 48 91 30x f

Democratic Republic of the Congo 67,514 34,914 43 135 5.9 24 29 186 -1.9 88 x 50 86 119 5 730 23 10 24 79 29 29 33 66 0,4 – – – – 79 x 53 x 61 x 13 17 9 39 – –  – 76 92 59

Equatorial Guinea 757 341 35 128 x 4.8 60 47 144 19.9 – 53 69 96 16 290 72 13 x 6 – – – – – – 62 62 – – 98   99   95   28 x 28 x 9 30 – –  52 53 – - f

Gabon 1,672 747 32 115 4.1 89 91 112 -0.7 5 x 63 39 56 44 240 94 14 x 7 97 63 43 32 4 1.2 – – – – 87  89  –  15  12   6 22 – –  40 50 – - f

Gambia 1,849 971 43 88 5.8 54 52 172 0.4 34 x 59 49 74 23 430 39 10 17 94 84 64 55 2 0.3 71 76 – – 73   66   74   21   18   7 36 76 56 – 75 90 22

Ghana 25,905 11,601 31 70 x 3.9 72 55 138 2.8 29 x 61 78 52 34 380 66 11 13 93 81 20 8 35 0.4 83 81 53 50 88 83 71 34 34 5 21 4 1 26 y 44 94 35

Guinea 11,745 5,746 37 154 4.9 83 49 179 0.7 43 x 56 65 101 12 650 30 12 x 19 92 65 33 11 13 0.6 81 70 37 23 38   22   25   29   27   21 52 97 46  66 92 – - f

Guinea-Bissau 1,704 817 37 137 4.9 30 21 177 -1.3 49 x 54 78 124 7 560 36 11 18 96 56 34 8 6 1.3 73 69 – – 80  69  57  40  36   7 22 50 39 y – 40 y 82 12

Liberia 4,294 2,119 35 149 4.8 5 y 3 y 175 5.6 84 x 61 54 71 33 640 31 14 x 15 87 63 28 6 5 0.3 42 40 – – 63 x 37 x 43 x 21   21   11 38 66 –  30 59 90 –

Mali 15,302 8,247 47 172 6.8 92 77 176 2.2 50 55 78 123 7 550 26 18 28 x 91 54 35 15 16 0.2 78 68 40 28 56  39  34  22  21   15 55 89 74 y – 87 – 74 x

Mauritania 3,890 1,808 34 88 x 4.7 75 49 161 1.3 23 x 62 67 90 19 320 66 35 20 52 48 51 9 – – 68 73 – – 66 x 48 x 46 x 14 15 14 34 69 54 – 38 87 7

Niger 17,831 10,081 50 206 7.6 92 60 187 -0.1 44 x 58 60 104 10 630 20 27 x 38 99 42 33 4 8 <0,1 69 68 15 10 35 15 15 31   30   28 76 2 2 y 27 60 82 19

Nigeria 173,615 87,992 41 122 6.0 50 19 152 3.4 68 53 74 117 9 560 31 15 31 79 49 31 25 400 1.0 71 60 – – 76 x 58 x 51 x 24 25 17 43 25 17 25 35 91 80

Sao Tome and Principe 193 92 34 110 x 4.1 76 74 142 2.5x 28 x 66 37 51 50 210 100 10 14 99 94 41 23 <0,5 0.1 97 97 44 52 83 x 77 x 70 x 8 7 5 34 – –  22 20 – 65

Senegal 14,133 7,074 38 80 4.9 91 64 163 1.1 30 63 44 55 44 320 60 19 17 92 60 67 40 5 0.2 77 82 – – 74 59 52 19 10 12 33 26 18 25 60 – 43

Sierra Leone 6,092 2,930 37 125 4.7 78 78 183 1.3 52 46 107 161 2 1,100 21 11 21 87 42 22 7 5 0.5 – – – – 72 54 44 27 25 18 44 90 13 – 73 82 63

Togo 6,817 3,292 36 88 4.6 93 71 166 0.1 28 57 56 85 24 450 46 11 17 92 41 25 2 21 0.6 98 87x – – 87 73 60 28 29 6 25 4 0 – 43 93 32

World 7,122,691 2,224,958 19 50 2.5 79** 50** – 2.8 21 71 34 46 – 210 190 16

*

* 15 96 82 80 47 3,200      0.3 92 90 66 63 92 87 84 13 ** 12 ** 8** 27** – – – 32** – 75

Least developed countries§
# 898,242 418,890 33 119 4.3 54 35 – 3.2 40 62 55 80 – 440 51 14 22 84 60 36 48 1,600      0.7 84 79 36 32 76 67 59 23 21 15 45 – – – 52 – 50

Sub-Saharan Africa
# 937,495 465,124 38 124 5.1 57 34 – 2.5 47 57 61 92 – 510 38 13 21 85 53 41 23 2,900      1.7 81 75 35 30 75 64 59 25 25 12 40 39 17 35 52 – 59

Eastern and Southern Africa
# 453,128 221,523 35 113 4.6 49 30 – 2.1 39 59 50 74 – 420 49 11 18 88 55 52 26 2,000      2.7 86 83 34 32 79 72 66 27 24 10 37 44 14 40 55 –

West and Central Africa
# 445,530 225,119 40 133 5.6 59 38 – 2.9 61 54 72 109 – 590 30 14 23 84 50 34 20 870 0.7 77 69 36 28 71 54 50 25 25 14 42 31 17 30 50 90 65

Middle East and North Africa
# 432,925 156,225 24 – 2.6 95 78 – 2.1 – 71 24 31 – 110 300 – 7 94 79 92 71 14  <0,1 92 89 72 67 94 89 79 11 7 3 18 – – – – 89 –

East Asia and Pacific
# 2,090,990 523,262 15 16 1.8 83** 71** – 7,7 12 74 16 19 – 74 720 – 5 97 85 77 58 66 <0,1 95 95 75 76 99 99 95 10 ** 7 ** 2** 16** – – – 29** – 86

South Asia
# 1,671,598 600,651 21 51 2.7 – – – 4.6 33 67 45 57 – 190 190 28 32 95 89 61 30 140 <0,1 94 94 55 48 86 73 61 13 12 17 45 – – 41 46 – 69

Latin America and Caribbean
# 611,263 198,098 18 74 2.2 95 88 – 1.8 4 75 15 18 – 85 510 9 3 97 82 87 63 52      0.2 93 94 71 75 98 98 92 13 9 7 29 – – – – – –

Central and Eastern Europe/CIS# 409,403 96,315 14 30 1.8 97 96 – 2.7 1 70 17 20 – 27 1,900 6 2 99 90 87 81 14 0.1 95 95 – – 100 99 99 7 4 1 10 – – – – – –

Baseline used to compare the performance of each country OR if country data is equal to the regional baseline

Country data is better than the regional baseline

Country data is worse than the regional baseline

Source: 

Rapport UNICEF:  La situation des enfants dans le monde 2015

http://www.unicef.org/french/publications/index_77928.html
Rapport PNUD 2014: rapport sur le developpement humain 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/fr/home/librarypage/hdr/2014-human-development-report/

Acronyms and symbols

– : Not available;  

CIS: Commonwealth of Independent States; UNDP: United Nations Development Programme

* data refer to the most recent year available; § includes territories as well as countries within each category or regionial group 

# countries and territories in each category or regional group are classified according to UNICEF's State of the World's Children report;                                                                                                                                                  

x Data refer to years or periods other than those specified in colomn heading. Such data are not included in the calculation of regional and global averages, with the exception of 2005-

2006 data from India. Estimates from data years prior to 2000 are not displayed; y Data differ from the standard definition or refer to only part of the country. If they fall within the noted 

reference period, such data are included in the calculation of regional and global averages; ‡Excludes China.

GDP per capita: Gross domestic product (GDP) is the sum of value added by all resident producers plus any product taxes (less subsidies) not included in the ation of output. GDP per capita is gross domestic product divided by midyear population. 

Growth is calculated from constant price GDP data in local currency.

Life expectancy at birth: The number of years newborn children would live if subject to the mortality risks prevailing for their cross section of the population at the time of their birth.

Infant mortality rate: Probability of dying between birth and exactly one year of age expressed per 1,000 live births.

Under-five mortality rate: Probability of dying between birth and exactly five years of age expressed per 1,000 live births.

Maternal mortality ratio: Number of deaths of women from pregnancy-related causes per 100 000 live births during the same period 

Lifetime risk of maternal death: The lifetime risk of maternal death takes into account both the probability of becoming pregnant and the probability of dying as a result of pregnancy, accumulated across a woman's reproductive year.

Low birthweight: Infants who weigh less than 2,500 grams. 

Primary school net enrolment ratio: The number of children enrolled in primary school who are of official primary 

school age, expressed as a percentage of the total number of children of official primary school age.

Secondary school net enrolment ratio: The number of children enrolled in secondray school who are of official 

secondary school age, expressed as a percentage of the total number of children of official secondary school age.

Total adult literacy rate: Number of literate persons aged 15 and above, expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age group.

 Jusitification of wife beating: Percentage of woment mand men 15-49 years old who consider a husband to be justified in hitting or beating his wife for at least one of the specified reasons, i.e., if his wife burns the food, argues with him, goes out 

without telling him, neglects the children or refuses sxual relations.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Underweight (moderate & severe): Percentage of children aged 0-59 months who are below minus two standard deviations from median weight-for-age of the World Health Organization Child Growth Standards.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

HIV Prevalence among young people: Estimated percentage of young men and women (aged 15-24) living with HIV as of 2011.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Birth rate: Annual number of births per 1000 population                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Adolescent birth rate: Number of birth per 1000 adolescent girls aged 15-19.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Child labour: Percentage of children aged 5-14 involved in child labour at the moment of the survey. A child is considered to be involved in child 

labour under the following conditions: (a) children 5-11 years of age who, during the week preceding the survey, did at least one hour of economic 

activity or at least 28 hours of domestic work and (b) children 12-14 years of age who, during the week preceding the survey, did at least 14 hours of 

economic activity or at least 28 hours of domestic work. 

Child marriage:  Percentage of women 20-24 years old who were first married or in union before they were 15 years old and perventage of women 20-

24 years old who were first married or in union before they were 18 years old.

Female genital mutilation/cutting: 

(a) Women - the percentage of women aged 15-49 years of age who have been mutilated/cut. 

(b) Daughters - the percentage of women aged 15-49 with at least one mutilated/cut daughter. 

Female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) involves the cutting or alteration of the female genitalia for social reasons. Generally, there are three types of 

FGM/C: clitoridectomy, excision and infibulation. Clitoridectomy is the removal of the prepuce with or without excision of all or part of the clitoris. 

Excision is the removal of the prepuce and clitoris along with all or part of the labia minora. Infibulation is the most severe form and consists of removal 

of all or part of the external genitalia, followed by joining together of the two sides of the labia minora using threads, thorns or other materials to narrow 

the vaginal opening.

UNDP Index: The human development index (HDI) is a summary measure of a country’s human development.                                                                                                                             

Iodized salt consumption: Percentage of Households consuming adequately iodized salt (15 parts per million or more)                                                       

Population below international poverty line of US $1,25 per day: Percentage of population living on less than US$1.25 per day at 2005 prices, 

adjusted for purchasing power parity (PPP).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Total fertility rate : Number of children who would be born per woman if she lived to the end of her child-bearing years and bore children at each age 

in accordance with prevailing age-specific fertility rates .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Violent discipline: Percentage of children 2 -14 years old who experience any violent discipline (psychological agression and/or physical 

punishment).                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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Definition of the indicators
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