ARAB REPUBLIC

OF EGYPT

» Capital: Cairo

« Official Language: Arabic

« Total Population: 81,121,000

+ Under-five mortality rate: 21/1000
live births

* Human Development Index:
[13/182

* Expected years of schooling
(of children under 7): | | years
for children under 7 years of age

« Life Expectancy: 72.93 years

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

. Ratified/Accession |:| Signature

- No action

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-

M A N A R A tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,

TWO R K strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

for child rights  throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network

of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local

organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-

ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

Commendable practices

The Inclusive Education Network

Caritas Egypt, Save the Children UK and The Support, Education, Training for Inclusion Centre (SETI) have
jointly initiated and supported the Inclusive Education Network, funded by the European Commission. The
network was established in 2007 for the most active NGOs involved in the inclusion of children with disabilities
as the main vehicle for advocacy and promoting inclusive education in Egypt at all levels. More than 20 NGOs
were included in the network by the 201 |. During the initial phase of the development, some of its members
managed to influence the development of the 5-years national strategy of the Ministry of Education (2007-
2012) which led to contribute to the adoption of an inclusive approach to the primary education system for the
first time in Egypt. The ‘Inclusive Education Network’ led and coordinated intensive advocacy works in Egypt
that resulted in issuing two Ministerial decrees, the first one in April 2009 and the second in July 2011, allowing
and regulating the inclusion of more than one million children with disabilities, who were not benefiting from
any kind of education, into the mainstream education.The Inclusive Education Network is officially recognised
by the Ministry of Education as the main partner to develop and support the Ministry’ inclusion plans. The
network is also represented through its founder as expert member in the National Inclusion Committee of the
Ministry of Education to follow up and support the implementation of the 5-year national strategy and plan for
the inclusion and education of children living with a disability.

Children Legal Assistance Unit

Since November 2008, the Egyptian Coalition for Child’s Rights (ECCR) in cooperation with the Egyptian
Foundation for Advancement of the Childhood Condition has established a “Children Legal Assistance Unit”.
The unit aims at providing both legal and psychological support for children and to work on reconciliation
principle for children before taking them to the prosecution by: providing centralised legal assistance units,
psychosocial support and family counselling units, training and empowering workers involved with juveniles
such as lawyers or psychologists on the international conventions and charters and encouraging the establish-
ment of independent judicial system. The project is still functioning. Between 2009 and 201 1, 3,500 children
received legal assistance, 1,450 cases received legal consultations, 2,200 cases received social and psychological
support and 250 lawyers and 250 social specialists have been trained.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

Egypt ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 6 July 1990,and has subsequently submitted
four State reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Committee) until 2008. Two alternative
reports were submitted to the Committee. Egypt acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 12 July 2002 and submit-
ted its initial report on 30 March 2010. Egypt ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 6 February 2007 and submitted its initial report
on 5 February 2010.An alternative report was submitted. The Committee issued its latest Concluding Observa-
tions pertaining to the CRC and its Protocols in July 2011, that is, six months after the beginning of the Revolu-
tion. Since these last Concluding Observations, Egypt adopted a plan of action for the next |10 years with several
initiatives to be implemented to cover all issues related to children.The State in Egypt has traditionally played a
major role in promoting and protecting children’s rights as the National council for Childhood and Motherhood
(NCCM) has been collaborating with civil society organisations.Amongst other changes, the Child Law no 126
of 2008 has brought major advancements in the protection of children’s rights by amending the previous 1996
Child Law as well as the civil status law, the criminal code and the criminal procedure code. However, the
January 2011 Revolution has resulted in the dissolution of the Parliament by the Supreme Council of Armed
Forces which suspended the former Constitution while declaring of a temporary one. It has also resulted in
changes amongst the institutions (changes of ministries) and new elections are to be scheduled. Therefore,
government’s role has been affected. The State remains however committed to follow up on the recommenda-
tions of the Committee. In parallel to the State’s commitment, and independently of the political situation,
international and local civil society organisations have been more organised and mobilised through associations
or networks.They adopt a community-based-approach to reach grassroots population.As a result of the Arab
Spring, Egypt finds itself amidst a time of uncertainty but also potential opportunity, as the groundwork for a
new state is being established.

Country partner organisation

The Egyptian Coalition for the Child’s Rights (ECCR) was established in year 1995, and is composed of 66
associations within 18 provinces. ECCR is coordinating the efforts between governmental and
non-governmental organisations in various fields of childhood, and supports the rights of all Egyptian children
without discrimination. Moreover, ECCR works to monitor and to implement the Convention on the Rights of
the Child at national level.

Web: http://www.fdpdegypt.org | Email: fdpd_egypt@gmail.com | Phone: + 20 (0) 2- 33 37 28 92
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