
• Capital: Sana’a
• Official Language: Arabic 
• Total Population: 22,917,000 
• Under-five mortality rate: 66/1000  
   live births
• Human Development Index:   
  154/182
• Expected years of schooling 

(of children under 7): 8.6 years 
for children under 7 years of age

• Life Expectancy:  65.5 years

Current Status of Children’s Rights

The Republic of Yemen ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 1 May 1991 and has 
subsequently submitted four State reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The latest State report 
was submitted to the Committee on 21 May 2010. The most recent concluding observations were issued on 21 
September 2005. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict was acceded to on 15 December 2004, while the Optional Protocol to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography was acceded to 
on 2 March 2007. Despite the unstable security situation, the Government of Yemen has made progress on 
reforming and further developing its education and healthcare systems so as to meet the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals by 2015. For example, efforts have been made to carry out national immunisation programmes to 
reduce and ultimately eradicate six childhood diseases. Although these initiatives are supportive in improving the 
lives of children, those living in both urban and rural areas still endure threats both at home and in educational 
settings, such as corporal punishment. Unfortunately, due to a degenerating economy and high population 
growth, many children are being driven from the school system and into hazardous jobs and unsafe conditions, 
for example through early or forced marriage. Furthermore , some rural children become involved in military 
conflicts or family revenge killings. While Yemen has not expressed any reservations regarding the articles of the 
CRC, some of its national legislation is not aligned with it. For example, the age of a “child” differs between 
Yemeni law and the CRC. Moreover, Yemen’s Islamic Shari’a law takes precedence over the CRC in cases of 

Country partner organisation

SOUL for Development is the brainchild of a dedicated group of Yemeni professionals, which strives to offer 
distinguished services that aim to improve the status of children, youth, and women in Yemen through establish-
ing effective and sustainable development projects.

Web: http://www.soul.org.ye/default.htm  |  Email: soul-yemen@y.net.ye  |  Phone: +967 1 474732/3
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The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and 
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project 
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies, 
strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
throughout the region. The project aims to establish a regional child rights network 
of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local 
organisations in four main areas: analysis and reporting, coordination and network-
ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project 
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency. 

Commendable practices

Juvenile Justice Reform
Responding to concerns regarding the administration of juvenile justice raised by the Committee in its 2005 
concluding observations, the Government of Yemen partnered with UNICEF and the European Union between 
2006 and 2010 to implement a series of juvenile justice reforms. To improve existing juvenile laws, the Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) along with other public entities conducted an analytical review of its existing child protection 
legislation to determine its compatibility with international instruments ratified by Yemen. This process in turn 
led to the reform of the juvenile justice. In order to increase the capacity of professionals (lawyers, judges, journal-
ists etc.) working with/for children, the MoJ conducted training workshops and conferences, printed and dissemi-
nated 2000 copies of a brochure supporting the knowledge and principles in national laws relating to the inadmis-
sibility of the application of the death penalty on juveniles, 150 copies of a simplified version of the UN Guidelines 
on Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime, and 3,000 copies of the Rights of the Child 
Act of 2002. Concurrent to the latter initiatives, the MoJ developed a reference manual based on a multidiscipli-
nary methodology meant to develop the skills and knowledge of staff working with children. The manual was 
used in over 14 workshops across nine governorates that targeted lawyers, prosecutors, social experts and 
psychologists, members of local councils, and representatives of civil society organisations. In order to provide 
free legal protection as well as rehabilitation and psychological support to children within the juvenile court 
system, the MoJ, with the support of UNICEF and in coordination with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, 
recruited 16 lawyers and 17 social workers. To ensure sustainability following the end of UNICEF’s funding, the 
lawyers were integrated into the MoJ’s budget. Finally, the MoJ established a special unit for the protection of 
children’s rights comprised of seven members in the Department of Women, Children, and Human Rights.

Alternatives to Combat Child Labour through Education and Sustainable Service Programme
In its concluding observations of 2005, the Committee expressed concern about the growth of child labour as 
well its acceptance within Yemeni society. In response to the Committee’s calls for the Government of Yemen 
to intensify its efforts to eliminate child labour, especially with regards to “poverty eradication and access to 
education,” the Charitable Society for Social Welfare and the Cooperative Housing Foundation International 
implemented an initiative entitled the “Alternatives to Combat Child Labour through Education and Sustainable 
Service Programme” (Access Plus). Between 2008 and 2011, Access Plus was active in 24 schools, 15 vocational 
training centres, and 63 centres for literacy and life skills training throughout Taiz, Aden, Al-Hudaydah, and Hajja. 
The programme had four components; first, it sought to protect 3,000 children from involvement in labour by 
enrolling them in the education system or literacy classes; second, it aimed to remove 4,100 child workers from 
job sites and enrol them in formal education programmes, vocational training, or literacy classes; third, it 
furnished 24 classes (one classroom in each targeted school) that could be used as a resource room for children 
with learning difficulties; and finally, it strove to train some of the teachers in the targeted schools regarding 
remedial education, life skills, student-centred teaching methodology, alternatives to physical violence, and 
strategies for interacting with children. The project has just finished its second phase (three years) and an 
assessment team from the United States Department of Labour is currently reviewing outcomes. Based upon 
the current evaluation, the third phase of the programme may be authorised. Access Plus’ activities are 
implemented in coordination with the Ministry of Planning, the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of Vocational and Technical Training, and local councils in the targeted governorates. 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Protocol to the CRC  - Children and armed conflict

Protocol to the CRC - Sale of children,

Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

Optional Protocol to CEDAW

IC - Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ESCR)

IC - Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

Protocol to the ICCPR

Second Protocol to the ICCPR

Convention Against Torture (CAT)

Protocol to the CAT

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Protocol to the CRPD

Protection from Enforced Disappearance

Status of Refugees

Protocol relating the Status of Refugees

Reduction of Statelessness

Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

Convention - Suppression of the Traffic in Persons 

Palermo Protocol - Trafficking in Persons

Consent to Marriage

ILO  C-138 – Minimum age for employment

ILO C-182 – Child Labour

Intercountry Adoption

Civil Aspects of International Abduction

Discrimination in Education

Geneva Convention (1)

Geneva Convention (II)

Geneva Convention (III)

Geneva Convention (1V)

Geneva Protocol I

Geneva Protocol II

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

Ottawa Treaty - Landmines

Firearms Protocol

Convention on Cluster Munitions
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≈∏°†ØdG äÉ°SQÉªŸG

çGóMC’G AÉ°†b ìÓ°UEG

 áeƒµ◊G âcÎ°TG ,2005  áæ°S á«eÉàÿG É¡JÉ¶MÓe ‘ çGóMC’G  AÉ°†b IQGOEG  √ÉŒ áæé∏dG  ¬æY ä qÈY …òdG  ≥∏≤∏d  káHÉéà°SG

 .çGóMC’G  AÉ°†b  ‘  äÉMÓ°UE’G  øe  áYƒª›  ≥«Ñ£J  ‘  2010h  2006  »eÉY  ÚH  »HhQhC’G  OÉ–’Gh  ∞°ùfƒ«dG  ™e  á«æª«dG

 ∫ÉØWC’G ájÉªM ¿ƒfÉ≤d á«∏«∏– á©LGôe iôNCG áeÉY äÉÄ«g ™e ∫ó©dG IQGRh äôLCG ,áªFÉ≤dG çGóMC’G ÚfGƒb Ú°ù– ±ó¡Hh

 ±ó¡Hh .çGóMC’G AÉ°†b ìÓ°UEG ¤EG ÉgQhóH á«∏ª©dG √òg äOCGh .øª«dG É¡«∏Y âbó°U »àdG á«dhódG ∑ƒµ°üdG ™e ¬«°TÉ“ á°SGQód

 á«ÑjQóJ äÉ°TQh ∫ó©dG IQGRh âª¶f ,∫ÉØWC’G πLC’/™e Ú∏eÉ©dG (ïdG ,Ú«aÉë°üdGh ,IÉ°†≤dGh ,ÚeÉëŸG) AGÈÿG äGQób õjõ©J

 á«dƒÑ≤e  ΩóY  ∫ƒM  á«æWƒdG  ÚfGƒ≤dG  ‘  ÇOÉÑŸGh  áaô©ŸG  ºYóJ  Iô°ûf  øe  áî°ùf  2000  âYRhh  â©ÑWh  ,äGô“Dƒeh

 á≤∏©àŸG ÉjÉ°†≤dG ‘ ádGó©dG ¿CÉ°ûH á«¡«LƒàdG AiOÉÑŸG §°ùÑj Ö«àc øe áî°ùf 150h ,çGóMC’G ≥ëH ΩGóYE’G ºµM ≥«Ñ£J

 ,IÒNC’G äGQOÉÑŸG ™e ÉkæeGõJh .2002 ΩÉ©d πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M ¿ƒfÉb øe áî°ùf 3000h ,áÁô÷G ‘ Oƒ¡°ûdGh ÉjÉë°†dG ∫ÉØWC’ÉH

 ™e  Ú∏eÉ©dG  áaô©eh  äGQÉ¡e  ôjƒ£J  πLCG  øe  äÉ°UÉ°üàN’G  Oó©àe  mè¡f  ≈∏Y  É k«æÑe  É k«©Lôe  É kÑ«àc  ∫ó©dG  IQGRh  â©°Vh

 AGÈÿGh ÚeÉ©dG ÚYóŸGh ÚeÉëŸG âaó¡à°SG äÉ¶aÉ ™°ùJ ‘ á°TQh 14 øe ÌcCG ‘ Ö«àµdG Gòg π pª©à°SG .∫ÉØWC’G

 ájÉªM ÚeCÉJ ±ó¡Hh .ÊóŸG ™ªàéŸG äÉª¶æe øY Ú∏ã‡h á«∏ëŸG ¢ùdÉéŸG AÉ°†YCGh Ú«°ùØædG AÉÑWC’Gh Ú«YÉªàL’G

 ºYóH ,∫ó©dG IQGRh âØXh ,º¡d »°ùØædG ºYódG Ëó≤Jh º¡∏«gCÉJ IOÉYEGh çGóMC’G ºcÉ ‘ ∫ÉØWCÓd á«fÉ› á«fƒfÉb

 ‘ ÚeÉëŸG èeO iôLh .É k«YÉªàLG É kØXƒe 17h É k«eÉ 16 ,πª©dGh á«YÉªàL’G ¿hDƒ°ûdG IQGRh ™e ≥«°ùæàdÉHh ∞°ùfƒ«dG øe

 ¥ƒ≤M ájÉª◊ á°UÉN IóMh ∫ó©dG IQGRh äCÉ°ûfCG ,G kÒNCGh .∞°ùfƒ«dG πjƒ“ AÉ¡àfG ó©H áeGóà°S’G ¿Éª°†d ∫ó©dG IQGRh á«fGõ«e

  .¿É°ùfE’G ¥ƒ≤Mh πØ£dGh ICGôŸG º°ùb ‘ AÉ°†YCG á©Ñ°S øe ∞dCÉàJ ∫ÉØWC’G

áeGóà°ùŸG äÉeóÿGh º«∏©àdG ÈY ∫ÉØWC’G πª©d πFGóÑdG èeÉfôH

 .IôgÉ¶dG √ò¡d »æª«dG ™ªàéŸG πqÑ≤Jh ∫ÉØWC’G πªY ójGõJ AGREG É¡≤∏b øY 2005 ΩÉ©d á«eÉàÿG É¡JÉ¶MÓe ‘ áæé∏dG ä qÈY

 má°UÉîHh ,∫ÉØWC’G πªY ≈∏Y AÉ°†≤dG  πLCG  øe ÉgOƒ¡L ∞«ãµJ ¤EG  á«æª«dG  áeƒµ◊G âYO »àdG  áæé∏dG  äGAGóæd káHÉéà°SGh

 á«dhódG ÊhÉ©àdG ¿Éµ°SE’G á°ù°SDƒeh »YÉªàL’G ìÓ°UE’G á«©ªL âª¶f ,"º«∏©àdÉH ¥Éëàd’G ¢Uôa áMÉJEGh ô≤ØdG ≈∏Y AÉ°†≤dG"
 ¢ù°ùcCG èeÉfôH n§°ûf óbh .(¢SÓH ¢ù°ùcCG) "áeGóà°ùŸG äÉeóÿGh º«∏©àdG ÈY ∫ÉØWC’G πª©d πFGóÑdG èeÉfôH" ¿Gƒæ©H IQOÉÑe

 á«JÉ«◊G äGQÉ¡ŸG ≈∏Y ÖjQóàdGh á«eC’G ƒëŸ G kõcôe 63h m»æ¡e mÖjQóJ nõcôe 15h á°SQóe 24 ‘ 2011h 2008 ÚeÉ©dG ÚH ¢SÓH

 πØW 3000 ájÉªM ¤EG k’hCG èeÉfÈdG ≈©°S ó≤a :äÉfƒµe á©HQCG øe èeÉfÈdG ∞dCÉàjh .áéMh Iójó◊Gh ¿óYh õ©J äÉ¶aÉ ‘

 øcÉeCG øe πeÉY πØW 4100 Öë°S É k«fÉK ±ó¡à°SGh ;á«eC’G ƒ ±ƒØ°U hCG »ª«∏©àdG ΩÉ¶ædÉH º¡bÉ◊EG ∫ÓN øe πª©dG øe

 ‘ G kóMGh É kØ°U) É kØ°U 24 É kãdÉK õ q¡Lh ;á«eC’G ƒ ±ƒØ°U hCG »æ¡ŸG ÖjQóàdG hCG »eÉ¶ædG º«∏©àdG èeGÈH º¡bÉ◊EGh º¡∏ªY

 ÖjQóJ ≈∏Y G kÒNCG πªYh ;ºq∏©àdG äÉHƒ©°U …hP ∫ÉØWCÓd OQGƒŸG ø qeDƒJ mäÉYÉ≤c É¡dÉª©à°SG øµÁ (áaó¡à°ùe á°SQóe πc

 ,ÖdÉ£dG ≈∏Y õ pµJôŸG º«∏©àdG á«é¡æeh ,á«JÉ«◊G äGQÉ¡ŸGh ,ájƒ≤àdG ¢ShQO ≈∏Y á naó¡à°ùŸG ¢SQGóŸG ‘ Úªq∏©ŸG ¢†©H

 Ωƒ≤jh (äGƒæ°S çÓK) ƒà∏d á«fÉãdG ¬à∏Môe ´hô°ûŸG ≈¡fCG óbh .∫ÉØWC’G ™e πYÉØàdG äÉ«é«JGÎ°SEGh ,…ó°ù÷G ∞æ©dG πFGóHh

 øe áãdÉãdG á∏MôŸÉH AóÑdG øµÁ ,‹É◊G Ëƒ≤àdG ≈∏Y kAÉæHh .èFÉàædG á©LGôÃ á«cÒeC’G πª©dG IQGRh øe Ëƒ≤àdG ≥jôa É k«dÉM

 á«HÎdG IQGRhh πª©dGh á«YÉªàL’G ¿hDƒ°ûdG IQGRhh §«£îàdG IQGRh ™e ≥«°ùæàdÉH ¢SÓH ¢ù°ùcCG  èeÉfôH á£°ûfCG  ò qnØæoJh .èeÉfÈdG

 .áaó¡à°ùŸG äÉ¶aÉëŸG ‘ á«∏ëŸG ¢ùdÉéŸGh »æ¡ŸG ÖjQóàdGh »æØdG º«∏©àdG IQGRhh º«∏©àdGh

∫ÉØWC’G ¥ƒ≤◊ ‹É◊G ™°VƒdG

 áæ÷ ¤EG ádhO ôjQÉ≤J á©HQCG òFòæe â©aQh 1991 áæ°S ƒjÉe/QÉjCG 1 ïjQÉàH πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M á«bÉØJG ≈∏Y á«æª«dG ájQƒ¡ª÷G âbó°U

 É¡JÉ¶MÓe  áæé∏dG  äQó°UCG  ÉgQhóHh  .2010  áæ°S  ƒjÉe/QÉjCG  21  ïjQÉàH  áæé∏dG  ¤EG  ™aoQ  ób  ÒNC’G  ôjô≤àdG  ¿Éch  .πØ£dG  ¥ƒ≤M

 áë∏°ùŸG äÉYGô°üdG ‘ ∫ÉØWC’G ∑GÎ°TG ¿CÉ°ûH …QÉ«àN’G ∫ƒcƒJhÈdG ÉeCG .2005 áæ°S ÈªàÑ°S/∫ƒ∏jCG 21 ïjQÉàH IÒNC’G á«eÉàÿG

 AÉ¨Hh ∫ÉØWC’G ™«H ¿CÉ°ûH πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M á«bÉØJ’ …QÉ«àN’G ∫ƒcƒJhÈdGh 2004 áæ°S Èª°ùjO/∫hC’G ¿ƒfÉc 15 ïjQÉàH ¥ó o°U ó≤a

 øe ºZôdG ≈∏Yh ,á«æª«dG áeƒµ◊G äRôMCG ó≤d .2007 áæ°S ¢SQÉe/QGPBG 2 ïjQÉàH ¥ó o°U ó≤a ∫ÉØWC’G øY á«MÉHE’G OGƒŸGh ∫ÉØWC’G
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