REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

« Capital: Sana’'a

« Official Language: Arabic

« Total Population: 22,917,000

+ Under-five mortality rate: 66/1000
live births

* Human Development Index:
154/182

* Expected years of schooling
(of children under 7): 8.6 years
for children under 7 years of age

- Life Expectancy: 65.5 years

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

. Ratified/Accession |:| Signature

- No action

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-

M A N A R A tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,

TWO R K strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

for child rights  throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network

of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local

organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-

ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

Commendable practices

Juvenile Justice Reform

Responding to concerns regarding the administration of juvenile justice raised by the Committee in its 2005
concluding observations, the Government of Yemen partnered with UNICEF and the European Union between
2006 and 2010 to implement a series of juvenile justice reforms.To improve existing juvenile laws, the Ministry
of Justice (Mo]) along with other public entities conducted an analytical review of its existing child protection
legislation to determine its compatibility with international instruments ratified by Yemen. This process in turn
led to the reform of the juvenile justice. In order to increase the capacity of professionals (lawyers, judges, journal-
ists etc.) working with/for children, the MoJ conducted training workshops and conferences, printed and dissemi-
nated 2000 copies of a brochure supporting the knowledge and principles in national laws relating to the inadmis-
sibility of the application of the death penalty on juveniles, 150 copies of a simplified version of the UN Guidelines
on Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime, and 3,000 copies of the Rights of the Child
Act of 2002. Concurrent to the latter initiatives, the Mo developed a reference manual based on a multidiscipli-
nary methodology meant to develop the skills and knowledge of staff working with children. The manual was
used in over |4 workshops across nine governorates that targeted lawyers, prosecutors, social experts and
psychologists, members of local councils, and representatives of civil society organisations. In order to provide
free legal protection as well as rehabilitation and psychological support to children within the juvenile court
system, the MoJ, with the support of UNICEF and in coordination with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour,
recruited 16 lawyers and 17 social workers.To ensure sustainability following the end of UNICEF’s funding, the
lawyers were integrated into the MoJ’s budget. Finally, the Mo] established a special unit for the protection of
children’s rights comprised of seven members in the Department of Women, Children, and Human Rights.

Alternatives to Combat Child Labour through Education and Sustainable Service Programme

In its concluding observations of 2005, the Committee expressed concern about the growth of child labour as
well its acceptance within Yemeni society. In response to the Committee’s calls for the Government of Yemen
to intensify its efforts to eliminate child labour, especially with regards to “poverty eradication and access to
education,” the Charitable Society for Social Welfare and the Cooperative Housing Foundation International
implemented an initiative entitled the “Alternatives to Combat Child Labour through Education and Sustainable
Service Programme” (Access Plus). Between 2008 and 201 |,Access Plus was active in 24 schools, |5 vocational
training centres, and 63 centres for literacy and life skills training throughout Taiz, Aden, Al-Hudaydah, and Hajja.
The programme had four components; first, it sought to protect 3,000 children from involvement in labour by
enrolling them in the education system or literacy classes; second, it aimed to remove 4,100 child workers from
job sites and enrol them in formal education programmes, vocational training, or literacy classes; third, it
furnished 24 classes (one classroom in each targeted school) that could be used as a resource room for children
with learning difficulties; and finally, it strove to train some of the teachers in the targeted schools regarding
remedial education, life skills, student-centred teaching methodology, alternatives to physical violence, and
strategies for interacting with children. The project has just finished its second phase (three years) and an
assessment team from the United States Department of Labour is currently reviewing outcomes. Based upon
the current evaluation, the third phase of the programme may be authorised. Access Plus’ activities are
implemented in coordination with the Ministry of Planning, the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour, the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Vocational and Technical Training, and local councils in the targeted governorates.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

The Republic of Yemen ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on | May 1991 and has
subsequently submitted four State reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.The latest State report
was submitted to the Committee on 21 May 2010.The most recent concluding observations were issued on 21
September 2005. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of
children in armed conflict was acceded to on |5 December 2004, while the Optional Protocol to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution,and child pornography was acceded to
on 2 March 2007. Despite the unstable security situation, the Government of Yemen has made progress on
reforming and further developing its education and healthcare systems so as to meet the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals by 2015. For example, efforts have been made to carry out national immunisation programmes to
reduce and ultimately eradicate six childhood diseases.Although these initiatives are supportive in improving the
lives of children, those living in both urban and rural areas still endure threats both at home and in educational
settings, such as corporal punishment. Unfortunately, due to a degenerating economy and high population
growth, many children are being driven from the school system and into hazardous jobs and unsafe conditions,
for example through early or forced marriage. Furthermore , some rural children become involved in military
conflicts or family revenge killings.VWhile Yemen has not expressed any reservations regarding the articles of the
CRC, some of its national legislation is not aligned with it. For example, the age of a “child” differs between
Yemeni law and the CRC. Moreover, Yemen’s Islamic Shari’a law takes precedence over the CRC in cases of

Country partner organisation

SOUL for Development is the brainchild of a dedicated group of Yemeni professionals, which strives to offer
distinguished services that aim to improve the status of children, youth,and women in Yemen through establish-
ing effective and sustainable development projects.

Web: http://www.soul.org.ye/default.htm | Email: soul-yemen@y.net.ye | Phone: +967 | 474732/3
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