REPUBLIC OF TUNISIA

» Capital: Tunis

« Official Language: Arabic

» Total Population: 10,594,100

+ Under-five mortality rate: 21/1000
live births

* Human Development Index:
94/182

* Expected years of schooling
(of children under 7): 14.5 years
for children under 7 years of age

« Life Expectancy: 74.5 years

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

. Ratified/Accession |:| Signature

- No action

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and

implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-

tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-

M A N A R A tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,

TWO R K strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child
for child rights  throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network

of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local

organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-

ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project

was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

Commendable practices

Law No. 51 of July 2003

A major step on the matter of a child’s identity was taken with the ratification of Law No.51 on July 7th 2003,
amending Law No.75 of October 8th 1998, with the involvement of the Ministry of Social Affairs, the social
affairs directorate, the Ministry of Health, Unicef and civil society organisations.This newly adopted law grants
a patronymic family name to every child who has been abandoned or whose father is unknown. Indeed, the law
stipulates that a child whose father is known but refuses to transmit his surname is compelled by the law to do
so. It further states that a child born out of a single mother and whose father is unknown shall bear the
mother’s family name.The responsibility of the father and the mother remains committed to the child, through-
out the statutory period, for everything concerning the rules of responsibility, in accordance with the law.The
child is entitled to alimony until the age of majority and beyond in cases determined by the law. This initiative
has improved the legal status and material conditions for children born out of wedlock and/or, deprived of a
family environment. By having a family name and alimony, the child is less stigmatized and marginalized and also
contributes to reducing the economic vulnerability of the mother.

School support for vulnerable children
In 2009, Amal Association for Motherhood and Children has launched an academic support programme for

children of low income families with the mandate to prevent school dropout, help provide equal opportunity
between the children, and ensure a better access to leisure and culture to complement education.Two centres
were created in Ettadhamen city and Tozeur. This project started in the fall of 2009 targeting 200 children of
needy families, aged six to 16 years.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

The Republic of Tunisia ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 30 January 1992 and has
subsequently submitted three State reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee).The
latest State report was submitted to the Committee on 6 June 2008.The Committee issued its latest Conclud-
ing Observations on 16 June 2010.The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography was ratified on |13 September 2002, while the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict was
ratified on 2 January 2003.As a result of the Arab Spring, Tunisia finds itself amidst a time of uncertainty but also
potential opportunity, as the groundwork for a new state is being established. Human rights organisations are
seeking to ensure that important legislative and societal gains made since Tunisia’s independence, especially for
children and women, will be maintained and that further implementation of the CRC will occur. For example,
legislation granted legal protection and resources for children, particularly those with special needs or born out
of wedlock. Further, the number of girls attending school is presently equal to that of boys and the majority of
them are in higher education. However, challenges remain as children living in interior regions continue to suffer
relatively higher rates of social, economic, and educational discrimination. Another challenge is developing
programmes and action plans for advancing children's rights because the authenticity and reliability of the data
collected by the government on children and young people prior the 2010-201 | revolution has been called into
question. In the post-Arab Spring period, civil society organisations (CSOs) have begun transitioning from simply
reacting to the needs of the children to using a rights-based approach in their programming.While there is much
enthusiasm to learn and receive support regarding the latter approach, which was previously banned or
restricted, much capacity building remains to be carried out.

Country partner organisation

Amal association for Motherhood and Children- (Association Amal pour la Famille et 'Enfant) is a Tunisian
NGO established in 2000, works for the prevention of abandonment of children born out of wedlock through
socio-economic reintegration of the unmarried mothers and a right based approach. It also aims at helping
mothers and children by providing psychological support and accessibility to an emergency shelter through a
legal and administrative approach.

Web: http://humanitaire-tn.blogspot.com/2008/ | | /association-amal-pour-la-famille-et.html
Email: amalpourlafamille@hotmail fr | Phone:: +216 71 349 457
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