OCCUPIED

PALESTINIAN TERRITORY

« Official Language: Arabic

« Total Population: 3,825,512

+ Under-five mortality rate: 30/1000
live births

* Human Development Index:
[14/182

* Expected years of schooling
(of children under 7): 12.7 years
for children under 7 years of age

» Life Expectancy: 72.8 years

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Reduction of Statelessness

Consent to Marriage

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

. Ratified/Accession |:| Signature

- No action

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,
strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child
throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network
of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local
organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-
ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

Commendable practices

Legal Representation of Youth
Since 1993, Defence for Children International-Palestine Section (DCl-Palestine) has been providing free legal

representation and support to youth detainees held in Israeli prisons.In 2010, DCI-Palestine began representing
children in Palestinian prisons who were in conflict with the law. Each year DCI-Palestine represents around 150
child detainees in Israeli jails and around 40 cases in Palestinian prisons, all of whom are from the West Bank and
East Jerusalem. Representatives of DCI-Palestine visit Israeli and Palestinian prisons monthly to ensure children
are not subjected to any forms of ill-treatment. Additionally, the representatives conduct joint workshops in
Palestinian prisons between children and police to improve the situation of children, raise awareness of
children’s rights, and raise awareness among police officers regarding the best interests of the child. In Palestin-
ian courts, DCl-Palestine has been successful in reducing sentences, increasing the number of children released
on bail, and moving children from adult prisons to juvenile centres. In Israel, DCI-Palestine has been successful
in reducing sentences or releasing detainees.To further assist youth and their families, DCI-Palestine successfully
lobbied the Palestinian Authority in collaboration with other stakeholders to establish family and childhood
units in three governorates and juvenile police in two governorates. DCl-Palestine along with other Israeli and
Palestinian human rights organisations were also successful in lobbying Israeli authorities to raise the legal age
of children, within Israeli military law, from 14 to 16 years of age.
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Development of a Child Protection Network

In order to better coordinate the efforts of organisations and stakeholders working in the field of children’s
rights, as well as to fill the gap for a referral system and ensure follow up, Defence for Children International-
Palestine Section (DClI-Palestine) and UNICEF developed in 2006 a Child Protection Network (CPN) for the
West Bank.The CPN created a functional referral system for children requiring legal and psychosocial services
from several ministries and national non-governmental organisations (NGOs). A helpline was concurrently
established to provide children access to DCI-Palestine’s lawyers and social workers for legal and psychosocial
consultation. From 2006-2008, members of the network, including those from the Protection of Childhood
Department, were trained on legislation, responses, and best practices. In 2007, the CPN was strengthened
when the Ministry of Social Affairs (MOSA) in cooperation with relevant governmental agencies (health,
education, labour, justice, interior/police) and NGOs implemented the National Child Care and Protection
Referral and Networking System Protocol, which defined conditions that place the child at risk of danger
(violence, abuse, neglect, exploitation, incest, assault). In 2008, the CPN and helpline were subsequently turned
over to MOSA, with UNICEF support. The referral system is now part of MOSA’s National Strategic Plan in
Child Protection from 201 1-2013. MOSA also plans to expand the CPN and referral system to every district in
the occupied Palestinian territories.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

Israel, the occupying power, ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 3 October 1991 and
has subsequently submitted two State reports.The latest State report was submitted to the Committee on ||
June 2010.The most recent concluding observations were issued on 9 October 2002.The Optional Protocol to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict was ratified on 18
July 2005, while the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution, and child pornography was ratified on 23 July 2008. In spite of facing challenging economic, social,
and political conditions, the Palestinian Authority (PA) along with national and international civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) have implemented several initiatives in the areas of health, education, and legislation which have
improved the quality of life for Palestinian children.As a result of comprehensive immunisation programmes and
free health care for children under three years of age, children’s health indicators are increasing. School feeding
programmes have similarly helped maintain enrolment, promote attendance, and increase the student’s capacity
to learn.The passage of the Palestinian Child Law in 2004, which protects children from various forms of abuse
and accords protection to orphaned, separated, and unaccompanied children, and the establishment of a Child
Protection Network along with a National Committee for Juvenile Justice are equally significant accomplish-
ments. However, the PA and national and international CSOs continue to face many challenges, such as increas-
ing knowledge of the CRC among the general population, reducing gender discrimination in Shari’a courts and
communities, and compelling many in society to accept the existence of child trafficking. Overall, the occupying
power’s denial of the applicability of the Convention and its Optional Protocols to the children of the occupied
Palestinian territories has left Palestinian children exposed to a number of rights violations.

Country partner organisation

DCI- Palestine- Defence for Children International- is a national section of the international non-governmental
child rights organisation and movement, Defence for Children International (DCI), dedicated to promoting and
protecting the rights of Palestinian children in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC), as well as other international, regional and local standards.

Web: http://www.dci-palestine.org/ | Email: http://www.dci-palestine.org/contact
Phone: +970 2 242 7530 (Main office- Ramallah)
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