HASHEMITE

KINGDOM OF JORDAN

« Capital: Amman

« Official Language: Arabic

« Total Population: 6,500,000

+ Under-five mortality rate: 25/1000
live births

* Human Development Index:
95/182

* Expected years of schooling
(of children under 7): 3.1 years
for children under 7 years of age

« Life Expectancy: 73.4 years

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

. Ratified/Accession |:| Signature
- No action

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and

implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-

tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-

M A N A R A tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,

TWO R K strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

for child rights  throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network

of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local

organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-

ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

Commendable practices

Dar-Al Aman Safe House (Jordan River Foundation)

Created in 2002 by the Jordan River Foundation, the Dar Al-Aman Safe House offers psychological, medical,
social,and educational services to abused children and their families.The Safe House receives children subjected
to severe abuse and who have been removed from unsafe home environments, typically following referral from
the Family Protection Directorate. At the Safe House children undergo an educational rehabilitative treatment
programme which is administered by a psychologist, social worker, teacher, nurse, and caregiver. The length of
the treatment depends on the type of abuse, the severity,and the court order. Concurrently, Dar Al-Aman staff
engages the immediate and extended family of the child so as to provide guidance on proper child rearing
techniques as well as how to create a home environment where all family members are treated with equality
and respect. The programme aims to return children to an overall safer family environment. Dar Al-Aman has
capacity for approximately 32 children and currently accepts referrals from any areas of Jordan.The Committee
has acknowledged Dar Al-Aman Safe House as being part of Jordan’s “successful, multi-sectoral child protection
programmes.’

United Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) Student Parliament

To promote and foster a culture of human rights, gender equality, and democratic practices among students in
UNRWA schools, UNRWA launched in 2000 a student parliament programme as part of its dedicated human
rights education curriculum. Active in all 173 UNRWA schools in Jordan, it aims to safeguard and promote
children’s rights while ensuring that children’s views are taken into account. Once elected, children have the
opportunity to voice their opinions on student affairs, school activities, local community and school regulations.
This in turn creates a sense of ownership among participants towards the school. By participating in the
electoral process students learn valuable social and communication skills including leadership, conflict resolu-
tion, forgiveness, dialogue, and decision-making. Students also gain insight into the balance between the rights
and duties that an individual must take on as a citizen.All children under the age of 18 can nominate themselves
regardless of their academic standing. Election campaigns typically last one to two weeks and entail a variety of
campaign methods.After said campaign, children vote for their one-year term representative while teachers give
their recommendations. This programme has been recognised to be a practical exercise that has an impact on
the promotion and protection of children’s rights.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 24 May 1991
and has subsequently submitted three State reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The latest
State report was submitted to the Committee on || July 2005.The latest concluding observations were issued
on 29 September 2006. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography was ratified on 4 December 2006, while the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict was
ratified on 25 May 2007. Since the Committee issued its latest concluding observations, a variety of actions
across almost all sectors have been implemented by government and civil society stakeholders which are aimed
at improving the quality of life for children. Support for children’s rights from members of the royal family has
also contributed to improved practices and the provision of resources. Although access to health and
educational services as well as protection from abuse and violence for children has increased, the need for more
efforts still persists. Children are pressured to drop out of school by their families around age 15 because of
economic pressures to start income-producing activities. While children are often described as being the most
powerless members of society due to the importance of age as a measure of status, international
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have been partnering with local civil society actors to help mainstream
children’s rights programming in order to encourage a perception of children being rights holders. It is important
to highlight that even though government bodies are willing to engage with children’s rights, the extent to which
they are prioritised varies considerably between ministries and agencies.

Country partner organisation

MIZAN- Law Group for Human Rights is an independent, non-profit organisation dedicated to enhancing
human rights in Jordan and guaranteeing legal protection for victims of human rights abuses. Its activities are
designed to strengthen access to justice, contribute to the development of just and humane legislation and
increase public awareness of legal instruments and human rights.

Web: http://www.mizangroup.jo | Email: mizan@nets.jo | Phone: +962 6 569069 |
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