
• Capital: Baghdad
• Official Language: Arabic and 
Kurdish
• Total Population: 30,747,000
• Under-five mortality rate: 44/1000  
   live births
• Human Development Index:   
  132/182
• Expected years of schooling 

(of children under 7): 9.8 years 
for children under 7 years of age

• Life Expectancy:  69 years

Current Status of Children’s Rights

Iraq ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 14 May 1991 and has subsequently submitted 
one State report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The latest State report was submitted to the 
Committee on 6 August 1996. The Committee issued its latest concluding observations on 26 October 1998. The 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict 
and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution, 
and child pornography were both ratified on 24 June 2008. Despite the unstable security situation, the Govern-
ment of Iraq and the Government of Kurdistan have dedicated significant resources to address the needs of 
children in terms of health, education, and the specific humanitarian requirements of displaced children. For 
example, vaccination campaigns are recurrent, education is compulsory and free of charge until the end of second-
ary school, social welfare is made available to families in need, and the establishment of Emergency Cells has 
enabled displaced families to receive access to government services rapidly. However, the most visible area where 
security and instability directly impact children in the long term is education. Schools are built or rehabilitated, but 
the needs are considerable both in terms of infrastructure and human resources. In addition, the economic 
situation along with local traditions praising employment over education have a deterrent effect on the attendance 
of children in schools.  There are laws dedicated to protecting children from violence, neglect, abuse, and discrimi-
nation. Yet, since knowledge of the children’s rights issues and the CRC along with enforcement of Iraqi legislation 
remain limited throughout Iraq, there is a need for a more coherent and coordinated approach to increase 
awareness of such rights. Civil society organisations, particularly non-governmental organisations, and the media 
are leading efforts on this regard through awareness campaigns as well as monitoring and reporting violations. The 
impact though has been limited as their actions have been sporadic in time and space. A better coordination 
among organisations would probably allow a greater impact, as well as collaboration with other stakeholders.

Country partner organisation

ICRN- Iraqi Child rights Network is an Iraqi non-profit alliance of non-governmental organizations and child 
rights activists that focus specifically on children and on the implementation of the rights of the child.

Web: http://www.i-c-r-n.net  |  Email: Icrin_Iraq@yahoo.com  |  Phone: +964 750 449 2322 (or) +964 662 531 028

International and Regional 
Human Rights

Conventions/Treaties  

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Protocol to the CRC  - Children and armed conflict

Protocol to the CRC - Sale of children,

Elimination of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

Optional Protocol to CEDAW

IC - Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ESCR)

IC - Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

Protocol to the ICCPR

Second Protocol to the ICCPR

Convention Against Torture (CAT)

Protocol to the CAT

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Protocol to the CRPD

Protection from Enforced Disappearance

Status of Refugees

Protocol relating the Status of Refugees

Reduction of Statelessness

Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

Convention - Suppression of the Traffic in Persons 

Palermo Protocol - Trafficking in Persons

Consent to Marriage

ILO  C-138 – Minimum age for employment

ILO C-182 – Child Labour

Intercountry Adoption

Civil Aspects of International Abduction

Discrimination in Education

Geneva Convention (1)

Geneva Convention (II)

Geneva Convention (III)

Geneva Convention (1V)

Geneva Protocol I

Geneva Protocol II

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

Ottawa Treaty - Landmines

Firearms Protocol

Convention on Cluster Munitions

Ratified/Accession Signature

No action

REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and 
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-
tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project 
is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies, 
strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
throughout the region. The project aims to establish a regional child rights network 
of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local 
organisations in four main areas: analysis and reporting, coordination and network-
ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project 
was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency. 

Commendable practices

Gender Education for Teachers
Responding to an assessment conducted by the Public Aid Organisation (PAO) regarding the taboo issue of 
‘gender’ within the Directorate of Education in Erbil, the Ministry of Education in partnership with the PAO 
launched in 2004 a gender-focused capacity building programme for teachers selected by the Ministry of 
Education. Initially, the Ministry of Education held reservations about allowing an external organisation to enter 
the education system and address this sensitive topic. However, these obstacles were overcome due to a prior 
history of collaboration on a 2002 literacy project involving the PAO and Save the Children UK. A series of 14 
capacity building sessions (10 hours total) were held at the schools and introduced teachers to the concept of 
gender, the role of educational institutions and curricula in reducing disparities, and encouraging girls to 
continue their education. Evaluation reports during the programme implementation from the PAO and the Erbil 
community indicated visible results including the improved behaviour of teachers towards other female 
teachers and students, as well as increased integration and collaboration between female and male teachers. 
Teachers were also reported to be increasingly “thinking outside the box” about educating children regarding 
human rights and child rights. Moreover, the initiative enabled participants to feel more comfortable about 
discussing the issue of gender. The programme has since ended in Erbil, but was started in Sulemania and Dohuk. 
Funding for this initiative was made possible by the Norwegian People’s Aid Organisation and the PAO.

Emergency Cells
One of the consequences of armed conflict is the exponential growth of internally displaced children. In 2007, 
it was estimated that one out of six Iraqis was internally displaced. This situation has had a direct impact on the 
right to education for children. Displaced children often face difficulties when going through the school 
enrolment process because they may not possess the required official documents and may be facing a difficult 
economic situation. In an effort to facilitate the access of services for internally displaced persons, including 
primary and secondary education, the Government of Iraq and various United Nations agencies began in 2007 
to form Emergency Cells (Cells).  The Cells are composed of 13-18 members and exist in all provinces. They 
are led by the governor of the province and are responsible for coordinating all government ministries. Moreo-
ver, these Cells facilitate the enrolment of children in schools without proper documentation for a period of 
one year. Despite these Cells and other efforts, a December 2009 survey conducted by the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Refugees among internally displaced children indicated that 42% of boys and 47% of girls 
under 14 do not attend school. The reasons reported for the high rates of absenteeism were the need to work, 
the cost of school materials and transportation, overcrowded classrooms, and missing admission documentation.
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ΩÉª°†fG/≥jó°üJ™«bƒJ

AGôLEG …CG PÉîJG ΩóY

≈∏°†ØdG äÉ°SQÉªŸG

»YÉªàL’G ´ƒædG ∫ƒM Úª∏©ŸG ∞«≤ãJ

 ,π«HQEG  ‘ á«HÎdG  ájôjóe øª°V IQƒ¶ëŸG ’»YÉªàL’G ´ƒædG‘  á«°†b ¿CÉ°ûH á«Ñ©°ûdG  IóéædG  áª¶æe ¬JôLCG  Ëƒ≤J ≈∏Y G kOQ

 »YÉªàL’G  ´ƒædG  ≈∏Y  õµJôj  äGQó≤dG  AÉæÑd  É k›ÉfôH  2004  áæ°S  á«Ñ©°ûdG  IóéædG  áª¶æe  ™e  ácGô°ûdÉH  á«HÎdG  IQGRh  â≤∏WCG

 ΩÉ¶ædG ∫ƒNóH á«LQÉN áª¶æŸ ìÉª°ùdG ≈∏Y kájGóH ßØëàJ á«HÎdG IQGRh âfÉc .á«HÎdG IQGRh ºgQÉàîJ ¿ƒª∏©e ¬«a ∑QÉ°ûjh

 ájÉYôd á«fÉ£jÈdG áª¶æŸGh á«Ñ©°ûdG IóéædG áª¶æe ÚH ≥HÉ°ùdG ¿hÉ©àdG øµd .¢SÉ°ù◊G ´ƒ°VƒŸG Gòg á÷É©eh …ƒHÎdG

 äGQó≤dG AÉæÑd á°ù∏L 14  øe áYƒª› âª¶oæa .äÉÑ≤©dG √òg π«dòàH íª°S 2002  áæ°S á«eC’G ƒ ´hô°ûe øª°V ∫ÉØWC’G

 èeGÈdGh  äÉ°ù°SDƒŸG  QhOh  ,»YÉªàL’G  ´ƒædG  Ωƒ¡Øe  ≈∏Y  ¿ƒª∏©ŸG  ±qô©J  å«M  ¢SQGóŸG  ‘  (äÉYÉ°S  10  É¡Yƒª›)

 πÑb øe èeÉfÈdG ≥«Ñ£J AÉæKCG Ëƒ≤àdG ôjQÉ≤J äQÉ°TCGh . qø¡ª«∏©J ∫ÉªcEG ≈∏Y äÉ«àØdG ™«é°ûJh äÉJhÉØàdG ¢ü«∏≤J ‘ ájƒHÎdG

 Úª∏©ŸG ∑ƒ∏°S ø q°ù– ô°ü◊G ’ ∫ÉãŸG π«Ñ°S ≈∏Y πª°ûJ áë°VGh èFÉàf ¤EG π«HQEG ‘ ™ªàéŸGh á«Ñ©°ûdG IóéædG áª¶æe

 πµ°ûH ¿hôµØj GƒëÑ°UCG Úª∏©ŸG ¿CG qÚÑJh .äÉª∏©ŸGh Úª∏©ŸG ÚH ¿hÉ©àdGh πeÉµàdG ójGõJh ,äÉÑdÉ£dGh äÉª∏©ŸG √ÉŒ

 ìÉ«JQ’ÉH Ghô©°ûj ¿CÉH ÚcQÉ°ûª∏d IQOÉÑŸG √òg âëª°Sh .πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤Mh ¿É°ùfE’G ¥ƒ≤M ¿CÉ°ûH ∫ÉØWC’G ∞«≤ãJ ∫ƒM ôµàÑe

 áª¶æe  âæ qeCG  ¿CG  ó©H  ∑ƒgOh  á«fÉª«∏°ùdG  ‘  ≥∏£æ«d  π«HQEG  ‘  èeÉfÈdG  ≈¡àfGh  .»YÉªàL’G  ´ƒædG  á«°†b  á°ûbÉæe  ∫É«M

 .IQOÉÑŸG √òg á«Ñ©°ûdG IóéædG áª¶æeh á«LhÔdG á«Ñ©°ûdG äGóYÉ°ùŸG

ÇQGƒ£dG ÉjÓN

 ¤EG äGôjó≤àdG äQÉ°TCG ,2007 áæ°S »Øa .É k«∏NGO øjOô°ûŸG ∫ÉØWC’G Oó©d πFÉ¡dG ójGõàdG ‘ í∏°ùŸG ´GõædG äÉ«YGóJ ióMEG ≈∏éàJ

 ∫ÉØWC’G ¬LGƒj Ée É kÑdÉ¨a .º«∏©àdG ‘ ∫ÉØWC’G ≥M ≈∏Y kIô°TÉÑe ™°VƒdG Gòg ôKCGh .É k«∏NGO Oô°ûe áà°S π°UCG øe óMGh »bGôY ¿CG

 .G kÒ°ùY ÉkjOÉ°üàbG É k©°Vh É k°†jCG ¿ƒ¡LGƒj óbh áHƒ∏£ŸG á«ª°SôdG ≥FÉKƒdG ¿ƒµ∏Á ’ ób º¡fC’ á°SQóŸÉH ¥Éëàd’G óæY äÉHƒ©°üdG

 áeƒµ◊G äCGóH ,…ƒfÉãdGh »FGóàH’G º«∏©àdG É¡«a ÉÃ ,äÉeóÿG ¤EG É k«∏NGO øjOô°ûŸG ¢UÉî°TC’G ∫ƒ°Uh π«¡°ùàd ádhÉ ‘h

 IOƒLƒe »gh G kƒ°†Y 18 ¤EG 13 øe ÉjÓÿG ∞dCÉàJ .2007 áæ°S ÇQGƒ£dG ÉjÓN ¢ù«°SCÉàH IóëàŸG ·C’G ä’Éch ∞∏àh á«bGô©dG

 .áaÉc  áeƒµ◊G  äGQGRh  ÚH  ≥«°ùæàdG  á«dhDƒ°ùÃ  ™∏£°†Jh  á¶aÉëŸG  ºcÉM  IOÉ«b  â–  ¿ƒµJh  .äÉ¶aÉëŸG  πc  ‘

 øe ºZôdG ≈∏Yh ,∂dP ™e .IóMGh áæ°S IÎØd á∏eÉc ≥FÉKh ¿hóH ¢SQGóŸG ‘ ∫ÉØWC’G ¥ÉëàdG á«∏ªY ÉjÓÿG √òg π q¡°ùJh

 Èª°ùjO/∫hC’G ¿ƒfÉc ô¡°T ‘ ÚÄLÓdG ¿hDƒ°ûd á«eÉ°ùdG á«°VƒØŸG Öàµe √GôLCG lí°ùe ô¡XCG ,ÉjÓÿG √òg É¡dòÑJ »àdG Oƒ¡÷G

 QÈJ »àdG ÜÉÑ°SC’G øe ôcòfh .á°SQóŸG ¤EG ¿ƒÑgòj ’ Iô°ûY á©HGôdG ø°S â– äÉ«àØdG øe 47%h ¿É«àØdG øe 42% ¿CG 2009 áæ°S

.∫ƒÑ≤dG ≥FÉKh ÜÉ«Zh ,á¶àµŸG ±ƒØ°üdGh ,π≤ædGh á«°SQóŸG OGƒŸG áØ∏ch ,πª©dG ¤EG áLÉ◊G ™ØJôŸG ÜÉ«¨dG ∫ó©e

∫ÉØWC’G ¥ƒ≤◊ ‹É◊G ™°VƒdG

 .πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M áæ÷ ¤EG óMGh ádhO ôjô≤J òFòæe ™aQh 1991 áæ°S ƒjÉe/QÉjCG 14 ïjQÉàH πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M á«bÉØJG ≈∏Y ¥Gô©dG ¥ó°U

 ïjQÉàH á«eÉàÿG É¡JÉ¶MÓe áæé∏dG äQó°UCG ÉgQhóHh .1996 áæ°S ¢ù£°ùZCG/ÜBG 6 ïjQÉàH áæé∏dG ¤EG ™aoQ ób ÒNC’G ôjô≤àdG ¿Éch

 äÉYGô°üdG ‘ ∫ÉØWC’G ∑GÎ°TG ¿CÉ°ûH πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M á«bÉØJ’ ¿ÉjQÉ«àN’G ¿’ƒcƒJhÈdG ÉeCG .1998 áæ°S ôHƒàcCG/∫hC’G øjô°ûJ 26
 ≈∏Y .2008 áæ°S ƒ«fƒj/¿GôjõM 24 ïjQÉàH Ébó o°U ó≤a ∫ÉØWC’G øY á«MÉHE’G OGƒŸGh ∫ÉØWC’G AÉ¨Hh ∫ÉØWC’G ™«H ¿CÉ°ûHh áë∏°ùŸG

 ∫ÉØWC’G äÉLÉM á«Ñ∏àd áª¡e OQGƒe ¿Éà°SOôc áeƒµMh ¥Gô©dG áeƒµM â°ü°üN ,»æeC’G ™°VƒdG QGô≤à°SG ΩóY øe ºZôdG

 ,í«≤∏àdG äÓªM QôµàJ ,∫ÉãŸG π«Ñ°S ≈∏Y .øjOô°ûŸG ∫ÉØWCÓd á«fÉ°ùfE’G äÉÑ∏£àª∏d áHÉéà°S’Gh º«∏©àdGh áë°üdG »YÉ£b ‘

 âÄ°ûfoCGh  ,áLÉàëŸG ô°SCÓd  á«YÉªàL’G  ájÉYôdG  äÉeóN Ωó≤oJh  ,ájƒfÉãdG  á∏MôŸG ájÉ¡f  ≈àM É k«fÉ›h Ék«eGõdEG  º«∏©àdG  íÑ°UCGh

 »æeC’G ™°VƒdG ¬Ø∏îj …òdG ÒKCÉàdG øµd .áYô°ùH á«eƒµ◊G äÉeóÿG ≈∏Y ∫ƒ°ü◊G øe IOô°ûŸG ô°SC’G Úµªàd ÇQGƒ£dG ÉjÓN

 É¡∏«gCÉJ IOÉYEG hCG ¢SQGóŸG AÉæH …ôéj .º«∏©àdG ∫É› ‘ πjƒ£dG ióŸG ≈∏Yh É k«∏L ô¡¶j ∫ÉØWC’G ™°Vh ≈∏Y QGô≤à°S’G ΩóYh

 ó«dÉ≤àdGh  …OÉ°üàb’G  ™°VƒdG  º°ùqàj  ,∂dP øY kÓ°†a .É k©e ájô°ûÑdG  OQGƒŸGh á«àëàdG  á«æÑdG  å«M øe IÒãc äÉLÉ«àM’G  øµd

 ∫ÉØWC’G »ª– ÚfGƒb ∑Éæg ¬fCG í«ë°U .¢SQGóŸÉH ∫ÉØWC’G ¥ÉëàdG ≈∏Y ´OGQ ÒKCÉàH º«∏©àdG ≈∏Y πª©dG π°†ØJ »àdG á«∏ëŸG

 ¿ƒfÉ≤dG PÉØfEG ÖfÉL ¤EG πØ£dG ¥ƒ≤M á«bÉØJGh ∫ÉØWC’G ¥ƒ≤M ÉjÉ°†b áaô©e ¿CG ÒZ õ««ªàdGh IAÉ°SE’Gh ∫ÉªgE’Gh ∞æ©dG øe

 √òg ∫ƒM á«YƒàdG õjõ©J πLCG øe É k≤«°ùæJh É k£HGôJ ÌcCG áHQÉ≤e »Yóà°ùj Ée ¥Gô©dG AÉëfCG ™«ªL ‘ IOhó ≈≤ÑJ »bGô©dG
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