REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

The “Manara Network: A civil society for Child’s Rights” was designed and
implemented by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in collaboration with the Interna-

« Capital: Baghdad tional Bureau for Children’s Rights (IBCR), along with local civil society organisa-
« Official Language: Arabic and tions (CSOs) from the Middle East and North Africa. The objective of the project
Kurdish ) MA N A RA is to contribute to the effective development and implementation of policies,
+ Total Population: 30,747,000 TWO R K strategies, and legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child

+ Under-five mortality rate: 44/1000
live births
* Human Development Index:

for child rights  throughout the region.The project aims to establish a regional child rights network
of CSOs in the region by supporting and strengthening the capacity of local

132/182 organisations in four main areas:analysis and reporting, coordination and network-
- Expected years of schooling ing, advocacy, and child rights programme mainstreaming. Funding for this project
(of children under 7): 9.8 years was made possible thanks to the Swedish International Development Agency.

for children under 7 years of age

- Life Expectancy: 69 years Commendable practices

Gender Education for Teachers

Responding to an assessment conducted by the Public Aid Organisation (PAO) regarding the taboo issue of
‘gender’ within the Directorate of Education in Erbil, the Ministry of Education in partnership with the PAO
launched in 2004 a gender-focused capacity building programme for teachers selected by the Ministry of
Education. Initially, the Ministry of Education held reservations about allowing an external organisation to enter
the education system and address this sensitive topic. However, these obstacles were overcome due to a prior
history of collaboration on a 2002 literacy project involving the PAO and Save the Children UK. A series of 14
capacity building sessions (10 hours total) were held at the schools and introduced teachers to the concept of
gender, the role of educational institutions and curricula in reducing disparities, and encouraging girls to
continue their education. Evaluation reports during the programme implementation from the PAO and the Erbil
community indicated visible results including the improved behaviour of teachers towards other female
teachers and students, as well as increased integration and collaboration between female and male teachers.
Teachers were also reported to be increasingly “thinking outside the box” about educating children regarding
human rights and child rights. Moreover, the initiative enabled participants to feel more comfortable about
discussing the issue of gender.The programme has since ended in Erbil, but was started in Sulemania and Dohuk.
Funding for this initiative was made possible by the Norwegian People’s Aid Organisation and the PAO.

International and Regional
Human Rights
Conventions/Treaties

Emergency Cells
One of the consequences of armed conflict is the exponential growth of internally displaced children. In 2007,

it was estimated that one out of six Iragis was internally displaced.This situation has had a direct impact on the
right to education for children. Displaced children often face difficulties when going through the school
enrolment process because they may not possess the required official documents and may be facing a difficult
economic situation. In an effort to facilitate the access of services for internally displaced persons, including
primary and secondary education, the Government of Iraq and various United Nations agencies began in 2007
to form Emergency Cells (Cells). The Cells are composed of |3-18 members and exist in all provinces. They
are led by the governor of the province and are responsible for coordinating all government ministries. Moreo-
ver, these Cells facilitate the enrolment of children in schools without proper documentation for a period of
one year. Despite these Cells and other efforts,a December 2009 survey conducted by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Refugees among internally displaced children indicated that 42% of boys and 47% of girls
under 14 do not attend school.The reasons reported for the high rates of absenteeism were the need to work,
the cost of school materials and transportation, overcrowded classrooms, and missing admission documentation.

Current Status of Children’s Rights

Iraq ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 14 May 1991 and has subsequently submitted
one State report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The latest State report was submitted to the
Committee on 6 August 1996. The Committee issued its latest concluding observations on 26 October 1998.The
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict
and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution,
and child pornography were both ratified on 24 June 2008. Despite the unstable security situation, the Govern-
ment of Iraq and the Government of Kurdistan have dedicated significant resources to address the needs of
children in terms of health, education, and the specific humanitarian requirements of displaced children. For
example, vaccination campaigns are recurrent, education is compulsory and free of charge until the end of second-
ary school, social welfare is made available to families in need, and the establishment of Emergency Cells has
enabled displaced families to receive access to government services rapidly. However, the most visible area where
security and instability directly impact children in the long term is education. Schools are built or rehabilitated, but
the needs are considerable both in terms of infrastructure and human resources. In addition, the economic
situation along with local traditions praising employment over education have a deterrent effect on the attendance
of children in schools. There are laws dedicated to protecting children from violence, neglect, abuse,and discrimi-
nation.Yet, since knowledge of the children’s rights issues and the CRC along with enforcement of Iraqi legislation
remain limited throughout Iraq, there is a need for a more coherent and coordinated approach to increase
awareness of such rights. Civil society organisations, particularly non-governmental organisations, and the media

Convention on Cluster Munitions are leading efforts on this regard through awareness campaigns as well as monitoring and reporting violations.The
impact though has been limited as their actions have been sporadic in time and space. A better coordination
. Ratified/Accession D Signature among organisations would probably allow a greater impact, as well as collaboration with other stakeholders.

- No action

Country partner organisation

ICRN- Iraqi Child rights Network is an Iragi non-profit alliance of non-governmental organizations and child
rights activists that focus specifically on children and on the implementation of the rights of the child.

Web: http://lwww.i-c-r-n.net | Email: lcrin_Iraqg@yahoo.com | Phone:+964 750 449 2322 (or) +964 662 531 028
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