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1.  Global
Developments on Children’s Rights

Protect the Children: Save the Children Sweden publishes a new guide for
those Working and living with children Affected by Violence

03 March 2009 — Children of different age groups signal distress in many forms and the
book is all about how frontline workers, adults and peers can follow up and support children
harmed by violence — and how we all can work to prevent violence. A book developed by
SCS’s Regional Office for South and East Asia, the book is part of a package of learning
material for child rights workers about relevant measures to protect children against
violence. It discusses the different forms of violence and gives advice on how to act to
promote the protection of children. It also underscores the role of the frontline worker to
become the child’s trusted helper and gives a rich insight into how to listen to the child - and
how to “read” children and the “language” of distress.

Full Guide- CRIN

UNESCO reports that Financial crises to deepen extreme poverty, increase
child mortality rates

03 March 2009 — According to a new UNSECO study, the global financial crises sweeping
through Wall Street and the European banking sector will touch the lives of the world’s
most vulnerable, pushing millions into deeper poverty and leading to the deaths of
thousands of children, This report documents the potential impact of the current worldwide
economic meltdown on the Millennium Development Goals, internationally agreed targets
to eradicate poverty and reduce child mortality among other human development objectives.
The report highlighted the prospect of an increase of between 200,000 and 400,000 in infant
mortality and that child malnutrition, already rising, will be one of the main drivers of higher
child death rates.

The authors of the report called for a concerted international effort to limit the impact of the
financial crisis on the poor, including an increase of over $500 billion in International
Monetary Fund (IMF) special drawing rights, along with governance reforms to give
developing countries an increased voice, as well as the EU to provide a $4.6 billion aid
adjustment.

Morte Information Available — United Nations News Service

Human Rights Council: 10th session opened

04 March 2009 - The Human Rights Council opened its tenth regular session which met
from 2 to 27 March 2009 in Geneva with a three-day long “high level segment”, where over
70 vice presidents and ministers from across the globe addressed the Council on their
countries’ efforts to promote and protect human rights..

A special day dedicated solely to the rights of the child was held during the second week, on
11 March 2009. During the session, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi
Pillay presented her first annual report to the Council and engaged in an interactive dialogue
with representatives of governments, non-governmental organisations and national human
rights institutions.

The Council will be reviewing Oman in the session.

More Information Available - CRIN



http://www.crin.org/docs/protectchildren.pdf
http://www.un.org/news/dh/pdf/english/2009/03032009.pdf
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19766&flag=news
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Human Rights
Council: Week two sees Children’s Rights Take Centre Stage

09 March 2009 - The usual hustle and bustle of the Human Rights Council has, for child
rights activists at least, been imbued with special significance at the international forum's
tenth session, held in Geneva, Switzerland.

For the first time in the history of the Council, set up in 2006, a full day's work was devoted
to the rights of children, thrusting the issue to the summit of the mechanism's agenda.
The dedicated event held on 11 March 2009 at the Palais des Nations, included discussion of
how the Convention on the Rights of the Child could be better implemented.

More Information Available — CRIN

Human Rights Council: Statement on Child Sensitive Justice System — by
International Save the Children Alliance and Child Rights Information
Network (CRIN)

11 March 2009 - Human Rights Council — 10th session (March 2009)

Annual Full Day Meeting on the Rights of the Child

Child-Sensitive Justice Systems — afternoon panel

The statement shows that children’s access to justice is extraordinarily limited. Because of
their vulnerability, evolving capacity and dependency on adults, children are confronted with
real difficulties in pursuing remedies for breaches of their rights. Save the Children and
CRIN welcome significant steps that have been taken by some states to improve children's
access to justice and call on all States to Incorporate the Convention on the Rights of the
Child into national legal systems and make all rights therein included as justifiable for
example

Full Statement — CRIN

Human Rights Council: Urgent need for a communications procedure for the
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

11 March 2009 — In a statement delivered by a member of the NGO Group for a
Communications Procedure for the CRC during the 10th session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva, it called upon the Human Rights Council to establish an open-ended
Working Group to draft an Optional Protocol to the CRC for the creation of a

communications procedure under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Full Statement — CRIN

Human Rights Council: Council held general debate on protection of all
human rights

16 March 2009 - The Human Rights Council began its general debate on the promotion and
protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including
the right to development, addressing a wide range of issues including the importance of the
prohibition of torture and the abolition of the death penalty; ways to end discrimination
against women and children; how to decrease maternal mortality; the need to strengthen
measures against trafficking in persons; the implications of climate change on human rights;
the importance of human rights education; and the need to protect cultural rights, among
others. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Algeria also addressed the Council.

Full Statement and Debate — UNHCHR



http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19790&flag=news
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19802&flag=report
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19804&flag=report
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/21F7C5BD504DE0B7C125757B004B753D?opendocument
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Human Rights
Council: Resolution on the Rights of the Child

27 March 2009 - This year's resolution entitled “the implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocols thereto” was .submitted by the Czech
Republic and Uruguay, and adopted eatrlier this week. The resolution reflected the fact that
this year sees the 20th anniversary of the CRC. and reiterated the sponsors' concern about
the delay in appointing a Special Representative to the Secretary General on Violence
Against Children.

Full Article - CRIN

New Publication by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights:
“Working with the United Nations Human Rights Programme: A Handbook
for Civil Society”

04 March 2009 - This handbook is a new, user-friendly and authoritative publication on
United Nations human rights bodies and mechanisms, including the Committee on the
Rights of the Child — explaining how they work and exploring the many important ways that
civil society actors including NGOs can contribute to their work. The publication is
addressed to the civil society actors who, every day in every part of the world, contribute to
the promotion and protection of human rights, and it ultimately aims at enabling more
people to access and make claim to their human rights through effective use of United
Nations human rights bodies and mechanisms.

More Information Available — UNHCR

Working with the Private Sector to End Sexual Exploitation of Children and
Adolescents — A new document by UNICEF

11 March 2009 - This document has been prepared to help children and adolescents
understand the role corporations, businesses and the private sector have to play in
addressing sexual exploitation of children. It will also provide children and adolescents with
ideas on how you can work with the private sector to end sexual exploitation, for example:
how can you involve businesses in your work; and better understand what motivates
businesses — how they think; what businesses have done already and what they need to be
doing.

Full Document - UNICEF

Children’s Rights Alliance for England publishes a guide on how Journalists
can promote children’s human rights and equality

10 March 2009 - The Children’s Rights Alliance for England has published "Another
perspective, a guide to assist journalists in promoting children’s human rights and equality".
Endorsed by the National Union of Journalists and funded by the Equality and Human
Rights Commission, it looks at the powerful and far-reaching role journalists and editors can
play in promoting children’s human rights, and in ensuring that children’s voices and
experiences are fully reflected in the media.

Full Publication — Children’s Rights Alliance for England via CRIN



http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19957&flag=report
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/NgoHandbook.aspx
http://www.unicef.ca/portal/Secure/Community/502/WCM/HELP/take_action/CSEC/child%20and%20youth%20paper%20-%20CSR.pdf
http://www.crin.org/docs/Another_Perspective.pdf
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A Progress
Report and Global Survey on Statelessness by Refugees International called
Statelessness: Nationality Rights for All

12 March 2009 - Despite gains made in recent years, more forceful efforts are needed to
assist 12 million stateless people who hold no effective nationality, Refugees International
revealed in a new report today. "Nationality Rights for All: A Progress Report and Global
Survey on Statelessness" highlights how stateless people lack access to basic services and
receive no legal protection.

"It is clear that identifying and reducing statelessness is achievable. It is possible to register
every child at birth, to help stateless children access free education and to prohibit indefinite
detention of stateless people,” said Katherine Southwick, co-author of the report. "The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right to a nationality,
but millions of people still lack the proper recognition they need to lead normal lives. A loss
of nationality rapidly amounts to a massive denial of basic human rights."

Full Report — CRIN

UN Human Rights High Commissioner — ‘more to be done to ensure children
protection’

2009 12
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Full Article (Arabic) — CRIN

Violence against Children — 2 year follow-up report by Independent Expert
Prof. Paulo Pinheiro

17 2009

2006

Full Article (Arabic) - CRIN


http://www.crin.org/docs/RI_Stateless_Report_FINAL_031109.pdf
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19839&flag=news
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19864&flag=report
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Committee on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities meets for the first time

02 March 2009 -from 23 to 27 February 2009, the UN Committee which promotes and
monitors the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
met for the first time in Geneva.

According to one of its 12 elected experts, Edah Maina, “the disabled have suffered in
ignorance and silence. They are the people without any voice. Stigma and high levels of
poverty have affected the voice of the parents and families who hide, chain, neglect and put
in confinement their children or adults with disabilities. I want to be that voice of the
voiceless and their families, to bring them justice and a better life. ” The inaugural session of
the Committee discussed the organization of its future work, which involves the examination
of periodic reports from State Parties that have signed and ratified the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee also deals with individual complaints
under the Convention’s Optional Protocol.

More Information Available — CRIN

Save the Children Alliance calls on the UN General Assembly to prioritize
education for children affected by conflict and natural disasters

18 March 2009 - Millions of children who cannot attend school because they live in areas
affected by conflict or natural disasters will be in the spotlight today, as the United Nations
General Assembly begins a formal debate on the importance of education in emergencies.
"The number of emergencies worldwide is increasing, from today's conflicts in Sti Lanka and
Gaza to the recent natural disasters in Bangladesh and Myanmar, leading to an alarming
number of children missing school," said Philip Abraham, Executive Director Save the
Children New Zealand. "Every year an average of 750,000 children have their education
disrupted or miss out entirely on education due to humanitarian disasters. Over half of the
75 million children out of school worldwide, 40 million children, live in areas affected by
conflict”.

Full Article - ReliefWeb

Education: UNESCO conducts Survey — Reaching and teaching the most
marginalized

20 March 2009 - UNESCO requests your contributions through a public consultation for its
2010 Education For All Global Monitoring Report. The theme of the 2010 Report is
“Reaching and teaching the most marginalised®.

More information available — CRIN

Global Crisis has left another 10 million children hungry — Save the Children
Alliance

30 March 2009 - Save the Children has warned G20 leaders that an extra 10 million children
are now malnourished because of world food price rises, and an additional 400,000 children
could die by the end of the year as a result of the global financial collapse.

Millions of children could go hungry due to the impact of the credit crunch on developing
countries, combined with continuing high food prices that mean the world's poorest families

cannot feed their children propetly.
Full Article - ReliefWeb


http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19750&flag=news
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/RMOI-7Q9VLX?OpenDocument
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19901&flag=news
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/FJTC-7QNC2T?OpenDocument&RSS20&RSS20=FS
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2. MENA
Regional Child Related Activities (Events, conferences, news,
vacancies, announcements, reportages, campaigns)

The Third Arab Conference Regarding the Protection of Children: Child
Protection in Arab Countries: 13 million child forced to labour a threat to the
future and weakening development

2009 19
28
Full Article (Arabic) — CRIN
Arab League Meets to Amend Arab Charter on Child Rights
2009 17

Full Article (Arabic) - CRIN

New Amnesty International Report: Human Rights activists still face
repression in the Middle East and North Africa

11 March 2009 - Human rights activists in the Middle East and North Africa still face
persecution and repression, more than 10 years after the United Nations (UN) called on all
states to support the work of people defending human rights.

A new Amnesty International report, Challenging Repression, details numerous cases that
highlight the precarious situation of human rights defenders. They face intimidation,
harassment, threats, detention without trial or long prison terms after unfair trials or death
because of their efforts to uphold human rights.

Full Article — Amnesty International


http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=19892
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=19887
http://amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/human-rights-activists-still-face-repression-middle-east-north-africa-20090311
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On the Absence
of Arab Civil Society Organizations from Arab League Summits

Full Article (Arabic) — Dar Al Hayat

Written Statement submitted by The Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies
(CIHRS): Accountability and Civilian Protection within Armed Conflicts of
the Middle East

02 March 2009 - In a statement to the Human Rights Council, CIHRS expressed concern
over disregard for the protection of civilians demonstrated by governments and armed
militias involved in armed conflicts within the Arab region. In this regard, the statement also
noted that in Iraq, despite reports of a relative decrease in the levels of violence, between
September 2008 and February 2009, some 2183 Iraqis were killed within the ongoing
conflict, of which 138 were reportedly killed in January 2009 alone.

It also called upon the Human Rights Council and UN member states to address the
insufficient and highly selective manner in which the international community has carried
out their Article 1 obligation to "ensure respect" for the Geneva Conventions and the
protection of civilians during armed conflicts throughout the Arab region, and called upon
the Council to pass a resolution denouncing the deteriorating respect for international
humanitarian law in the Arab region, including in Iraq, the OPTs, Darfur and Yemen;

Full Statement — CIHRS
3. Sub-Regional and Country Updates:

In the Levant:

Iraq — A New Survey on Iraqi Women and their Families

12 March 2009 - Oxfam and the Al-Amal Association, the Iraqi partner organization that
conducted the survey in the five provinces of Baghdad, Basra, Kirkuk, Najaf and Nineveh,
do not claim that the information they gathered from 1,700 respondents represents the
situation facing all Iraqis, or even all women in Iraq. However, it does provide a disturbing
snapshot of many women's lives and those of their children and other family members. The


res://C:/WINNT/system32/shdoclc.dll/navcancl.htm
http://www.cihrs.org/English/NewsSystem/Articles/1598
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information
presented in this paper was collected over a period of several months, starting in the summer
of 2008.
Full Report — ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt — Child Rights Situation Analysis (Right to Protection in the
occupied Palestinian territory).

17 March 2009 - This situation analysis by Defence for Children International (DCI)-
Palestine Section and Save the Children-Sweden (SCS-Sweden) provides an overview of the
extent to which Palestinian children living in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt) in
2008 enjoy their rights to protection, as enshrined in international child rights standards. The
scope of the analysis is not comprehensive, rather it focuses on the level of protection
available to three particular target groups of children living in the oPt, in terms of laws,
policies, mechanisms and practices. The target groups in question are children vulnerable to
violence, neglect, abuse and exploitation in their homes and communities; children in
conflict with the law under Palestinian Authority (PA) jurisdiction and children detained by
Israel under its military order system.

Full Situation Analysis — DCI-Palestine Section and SCS-Sweden

Israel/oPt - Childwatch International launches the book '"Children as
Citizens? International Voices".

04 March 2009 - This publication explores how children (8-9 years) and young people (14-15
years) from six countries - Australia, Brazil, New Zealand, Norway, Palestine and South
Africa - understand and experience citizenship. It includes chapters with analysis of each
country study and background chapters analyzing the global and the local situations for
children's participation and citizenship.

More Information Available — Childwatch International Research Network

Israel/oPt — World Vision urges international community to prioritise mental
health needs of children

02 March 2009 - As donors meet today in Egypt to pledge funds for Gaza's reconstruction
and recovery efforts, World Vision urges the international community to prioritise the
immense psychosocial needs of Gaza's children.

Prolonged exposure to violence and poverty has left hundreds of thousands of children in
the Gaza Strip facing severe mental health risks and in need of immediate support

"There is hardly a family in Gaza that has not been confronted with the pain of losing a
loved one or close friend," said Charles Clayton, World Vision National Director for
Jerusalem, West Bank and Gaza. "The level of suffering and distress is immense, particularly
among children. Immediate efforts by the international community are greatly needed to
address this tragedy," continued Clayton, who witnessed first hand the level of suffering and
destruction when visiting Gaza in early February.

Full Article — ReliefWeb


http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/PSLG-7Q3E6D/$File/full_report.pdf
http://www.crin.org/docs/SRSAReport.pdf
http://www.childwatch.uio.no/news/2009/citizenship-launch.html
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/CJAL-7PRTK5?OpenDocument
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Israel/oPt —
children ‘innocent victims of conflict’ says UNICEF chief on visit to Gaza

09 March 2009 - Children pay the price of armed conflict, stressed the head of the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) at the conclusion of a week-long Middle-EFast trip this
weekend that included a visit to Gaza, where she saw first-hand the effects of the recent
hostilities in the region. Ms. Veneman talked directly with Palestinian and Israeli children
affected by the conflict during visits to a partially damaged school, a paediatric hospital and a
psychosocial counselling centre in Gaza, as well as a school in Sderot. He also underscored
Gaza’s urgent need for unrestricted access to humanitarian supplies and personnel to aid
recovery and relief efforts, including construction materials to rebuild schools, hospitals,
clinics and homes, as well as supplies to rehabilitate water and sanitation networks.

Full Article — UNICEF

Israel/oPt — Egyptian Red Crescent (ERC) organizes Psychological Support
Wortlshop

11 March 2009 -.ERC has organized a psychological support workshop for around a
hundred volunteers mobilized in El-Arish and Rafah on the border with the Gaza Strip.
Special programmes have been established to counsel and comfort victims and relief workers
alike The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) has also launched an appeal for funds to
finance psychological support for 300 doctors, relief workers and volunteers, who have been
under great physical and emotional stress during the hostilities. PRCS also hopes to open
psychosocial support centres to provide long-term psychological assistance to the people of
Gaza, particularly children and the homeless

Full Article — ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt - Cairo seminar on Palestinian assistance assesses urgent needs in
Gaza Strip; basic services, ending isolation, restarting economy among issues
discussed

11 March 2009 — Cairo: The second plenary of the Seminar on Assistance to Palestinian
People in Cairo today was devoted to the theme of "Looking ahead: Identifying the most
Urgent Humanitarian, Reconstruction and Development Needs" in the Gaza Strip.

Opening the session, the Chairman of the meeting, Angel Dalmau Fernandez of Cuba,
highlighted the issues of restoring basic services, providing shelter, launching reconstruction,
giving Gaza's children a future, ending Gaza's isolation, restarting the economy and
supporting the Palestinian National Early Recovery and Reconstruction Plan for Gaza
among the items that required attention.

Patricia McPhillips, Special Representative of the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) for the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Jerusalem, said that 56 per cent of the
population in Gaza was below 18 years old. During the 22 days of conflict, children had
accounted for roughly a third of the casualties; 431 children had been killed and 1,872 had
been injured.

Full Article - ReliefWeb


http://www.un.org/news/dh/pdf/english/2009/09032009.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/EDIS-7Q4NBP?OpenDocument
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/doc106?OpenForm&start=201
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Israel/oPt — Defence for Children International (DCI)-Palestine Section
concerned by sharp increase in detention of children

11 March 2009 - According to the latest figures compiled by DCI-Palestine from sources
including the Israeli Prison Service (IPS), the number of Palestinian children detained in
Israeli prisons and detention centres inside Israel and the oPt rose sharply in February, to
423 including seven girls and six children held without charge or trial in administrative
detention.

Full Article — Relief Web

Full Article (Arabic) — Dar Al Hayat

Israel/oPt - EducAid and local partner Remedial Education Centre launch
EU-funded school inclusion programme for children with special needs in the
north of Gaza Strip

17 March 2009 - In collaboration with the Palestinian Ministry of Education, EducAid and
the Remedial Education Centre (REC) have launched a three-year project to support six
schools in the northern Gaza Strip in taking care of disabled children and children with

learning difficulties in the north of Gaza Strip.
JFull Article — ReliefWeb

Israel/oPt — UNICEF oPt External Information Note
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Full Article (Arabic) — CRIN


http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/CJAL-7Q2QGH?OpenDocument
http://www.alhayat.com/arab_news/levant_news/03-2009/Article-20090312-fc29605f-c0a8-10ed-0042-76fdce7dd710/story.html
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/JBRN-7Q8J7Y?OpenDocument
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=19884
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Israel/oPt —
Appeal to Israel’s Supreme Court for free medical treatment for all children by
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR)

25 March 2009 - On 19 March it appealed to Israel's Supreme Court to include all children,
regardless of status, in the National Health Insurance Law, allowing them free treatment.
According to PHR and other NGOs working with asylum-seekers and refugees in Israel,
thousands of immigrant children are not considered "residents of Israel" under the law and

are unable to receive health insurance, even though many were born in Israel
Full Article — IRIN Middle Fast

Israel/oPt — Human Rights Council concluded consideration of human rights
situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories

24 March 2009 - The Human Rights Council concluded its consideration of the human
rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories after holding an interactive
dialogue on the annual report of Richard Falk, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, and a general debate on the
human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories.

During the interactive dialogue with the Rapporteur representatives of several states raised
the high number of casualties amongst Palestinian children during the last Israeli military
activities in Gaza.

Full Article - ReliefWeb

Jordan - Workshop conducted by the National Council for Family Affairs and
UNICEF/ Jordan on Child Friendly Budgeting

The National Council for Family Affairs in coordination with UNICEF/ Jordan recently
completed a three day workshop (2-4 March 2009) on "Child Friendly Budgeting", involving
participants from the Governmental and Nongovernmental sectors. The Child Friendly
Budget initiative aims at increasing the attention of policy makers and legislators on public
spending that best responds to children's matters and priorities, ensuring its integration into
governmental planning in the fields of health, education and social development.

This initiative strives for ensuring that children's needs are an integral part of the design,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the public policies and plans, and further
intends to assures the grass roots support for the integration of child rights in every step of
the budgetary decision making process. In addition, this initiative sets sights on
strengthening the knowledge and capacity of the government representatives,
parliamentarians, civil society organizations, academia and international organizations
(donors) in child budget policy making and implementation.

For additional information on the workshop:
http://petra.gov.jo/Artical.aspx?L.ng=2&Section=&Artical=91833 or
http://www.alghad.jo/?news=401902

For more information please contact: National Council for Family Affairs

Website: http://www.ncfa.org.jo/



http://irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=83610
http://reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SODA-7QFP9Y?OpenDocument
http://petra.gov.jo/Artical.aspx?Lng=2&Section=&Artical=91833
http://www.alghad.jo/?news=401902
http://www.ncfa.org.jo/
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Jordan —
UNICEF Executive Director in visit to Jordan on first leg of regional mission

03 March 2009 — UNICEF Executive Director, Ann M. Veneman, concluded a 2-day visit to
Jordan which focused on the country’s innovative approaches to child protection and
education. The visit to Jordan comes as the first stop of a mission which will also take her to
Israel and the oPt, including Gaza, to take stock of the situation of children in the region.
Full Article — UNICEF

Jordan — In Amman, UNICEF regional media awards honour coverage of
adolescents

02 March 2009 — The first UNICEF Regional Awards for Media on Child Rights were
handed out at an official ceremony in Amman, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen
Rania Al Abdullah, UNICEF’s Eminent Advocate for childten. The winners are from
different categories including the television category, the radio category, for printed media
and for electronic media. In addition, special awards went to two determined 16-year-olds
from Jordan and the occupied Palestinian territories that produced media projects without
financial support from any governmental or private entity.

After the ceremony, the winners, jury members and other media representatives took part in
the discussion on the challenges of covering adolescent issues.

Full Article — UNICEF

Jordan — UNICEF chief highlights Jordan’s efforts to tackle violence against
children in schools

04 March 2009 - The head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has
highlighted Jordan’s efforts to tackle violence against children in schools, a problem
affecting over half of the country’s young people. “A recent study shows that more than one
half of children in Jordan experience physical violence in school,” UNICEF Executive
Director Ann M. Veneman noted during her two day visit to the country, which wrapped up
yesterday. “Violence against children in schools is unacceptable and should not be
tolerated,” she added. UNICEF is partnering with the Ministry of Education and the UN
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to tackle the
issue of violence in schools through the Ma’an (Together) initiative.

Full Article — UNICEF

Lebanon — World Vision and KAFA hold workshop on violence against
women

11 March 2009 — Beirut: Organized by World Vision, the women's rights group KAFA
(Arabic acronym for Enough Violence and Exploitation), and the Higher Council for
Childhood, the workshop included representatives from women and children's rights non-
governmental organizations and the media who deliberated the roots of the problem to
come up with a set of recommendations to fight abuse against young girls and engage men
in the battle.

Full Article — The Daily Star


http://www.unicef.org/media/media_48380.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/jordan_48360.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/archive.asp
http://web.acdi-cida.gc.ca/extranet/policy/CPPEmain.nsf/535089f4f30302a885256730006c035a/5f2cdbe19388aa26852575760052e338?OpenDocument
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Lebanon -
Developmental Action Without Borders — NABA’A: The graduation day of
students of women empowerment project

10 March 2009 - Developmental Action without Borders\Naba’a in partnership with
movement for peace (M PDL) \ Spain and supported by Spanish Agency for International
Development Cooperation (AECID) has graduated the 2nd cycle of the vulnerable
Palestinian refugee girls (61 gitls) from 12 Palestinian unofficial gathering and refugee camps
in southern area of Lebanon.

The graduation ceremony opened under the patronage of H.E Mr. JUAN CARLOS GAFO
ACEVEDO, the ambassador of Spain in Lebanon who gave a speech focusing on
importance of education and development for those vulnerable Palestinian girls and how
much vocational training and life skills change the life of the women positively. For more
information:

Website: http://www.nabaa-lb.org/index.htm

E-mail: nabaa@nabaa-lb.org

In North Africa

Egypt - Bird flu cases among young children raise concerns

12 March 2009 - An 18-month-old child contracted the H5N1 bird flu virus on 10 March,
bringing the number of human cases in Egypt to 58 since records began in 2006, and
prompting the World Health Organization (WHO) to ask for a study to be undertaken of
the causes.

The child - from Manoufiya Province in northern Egypt - is one of several recent cases of
young children to have contracted the deadly virus in a country where over five million
families raise poultry for a living.

Egyptian Health Ministry spokesman Abdel Rahman Shahin told IRIN the girl exhibited
symptoms of infection on 6 March after reported contact with infected birds

Full Article — CIDA

Egypt - A new report by the Land Centre: Egyptian children need care and
safe living - Killing of 352 children during 2008.

15 March 2009 - The report aims to monitor violence against children in the second half of
2008 through the monitoring of news incidents relating to the rights of children in some
Egyptian newspapers.
For more information, please contact the Land Centre for Human Rights:
Website: http://www.lchr-eg.org/55/55.htm
E-mail: Ichr@thewayout.net

Ichr@Ichr-eg.org

Egypt — New Report by Land Center: Violence against children during the
second half of 2008

2009 15


http://www.nabaa-lb.org/index.htm
mailto:nabaa@nabaa-lb.org
http://web.acdi-cida.gc.ca/extranet/policy/CPPEmain.nsf/535089f4f30302a885256730006c035a/7076748273d632508525757700261d83?OpenDocument
mailto:lchr@thewayout.net
mailto:lchr@lchr-eg.org
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Full Article (Arabic) — CRIN

Libya — Hundreds feared drowned off Libya

31 March 2009 - More than 200 African migrants are feared dead after their boat sank off
the coast of Libya, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) says. Libyan officials
say 21 people are confirmed dead and 23 rescued. Libyan media report that among the dead
was an African woman found lifelessly clutching an infant to her bosom, says the BBC's
Rana Jawad in Tripoli. The missing vessel reportedly ran into difficulty shortly after setting
off on Sunday from Sidi Bilal, near Tripoli.

Full Article — BBC News/Africa

Morocco - La Délégation de la Commission Européenne au Maroc:
Programme Acteurs non étatiques et autorités locales pour le développement»

30 March 2009 - II s’agit d’'un programme « axé sur les acteurs » qui vise a soutenir les
actions soumises par des acteurs non-étatiques ou des autorités locales, et dont l'objectif est
de promouvoir une société qui met accent sur les principes d’intégration et d’autonomie, et
plus spécifiquement d’améliorer 'acces des populations aux services sociaux, d’accroitre leur
participation aux processus d’élaboration des politiques, de renforcer les capacités des
organisations de la société civile et les autorités locales afin de participer aux stratégies de
réduction de la pauvreté et de développement durable, de faciliter les interactions entre les
acteurs étatiques et non étatiques dans différents contextes et de soutenir le renforcement du
role des autorités locales dans les processus de décentralisation.

Pour plus d’informations :

Délégation de la Commission Européenne a Rabat -Maroc-
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
http://www.delmar.ec.europa.eu

Morocco - Consultation société civile/ Programmation UE au Maroc

Tout acteur de la société civile est invité a transmettre ses recommandations qui devraient
étre articulées essentiellement sur les points suivants : Avis sur les secteurs d'interventions
prioritaires ; Les acteurs les plus a méme d'étre impliqués; Les types d'actions les plus
pertinents a mettre en place ; Le role éventuel de la société civile dans les pistes de
coopération possibles.

Vos contributions doivent étre envoyées au plus tard le 30 avril 2009 a 'adresse électronique
suivante : delegation-morocco-PIN2011-13@ec.curopa.cu

Pour plus d’informations - Délégation de la Commission Européenne a Rabat -Maroc-



http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19844&flag=report
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7973322.stm
http://www.delmar.ec.europa.eu/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?do=publi.welcome
http://www.delmar.ec.europa.eu/
mailto:delegation-morocco-PIN2011-13@ec.europa.eu
http://www.delmar.ec.europa.eu/fr/communiques/20090327.htm
http://www.delmar.ec.europa.eu/
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In the Gulf:

Bahrain — International Conference on Effective Strategies for the Prevention
of Child Online Pornography Trafficking and Abuse

Date: 9-10 May 2009- Since children and teens are spending more and more time online for
various purposes, the conference focused on discussing and suggesting creative and effective
strategies, tools and laws to fight the ongoing creative way child abuse forms is taking shapes
online; the effect of culture on child Abuse, the role of telecommunication companies, and
ISPs and emphasized the social and official awareness, and role of children in helping and
protecting their peers. Keynote speakers include the UN Special Rapporteur on Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and representatives of UNICEF,

More Information Available — CRIN

Bahrain — New project for children with disabilities under the Patronage of
UN Special Rapporteur on Disability

- 2009 13

Full Article (Arabic) - CRIN
Saudi Arabia — The 3 Arab- ISPCAN Regional Conference on Child
Protection

ISPCAN

2009

Full Article (Arabic) - CRIN

Saudi Arabia — Human Rights Report (2008) by the National Society for
Human Rights

2009 23


http://www.crin.org/docs/brochureEn.pdf
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19832&flag=news
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=19422&flag=event
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More information available (Arabic) — CRIN

United Arab Emirates — Council adopts outcome of Universal Periodic Review
process on United Arab Emirates, begins consideration of outcome on Israel

19 March 2009 - The Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic
Review process on the report on the United Arab Emirates, and began its consideration of
Universal Periodic Review process on the report on Israel.

During the discussion on the United Arab Emirates, speakers appreciated and welcomed the
efforts taken to implement the recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review, and the
cooperative nature in which the United Arab Emirates conducted itself, such as the
measures taken to combat human trafficking, especially for women and children.

Full Article - UNHCHR

Yemen — Dal Centre for Cultural and Social Studies Conducts study on Gitls,
poor and black children most discriminated against

15 March 2009 - Children of poor families, girls and children of the Akhdaam (servants) are
the most discriminated against in  Yemen, a new study has found.
The unpublished study, titled ‘Discrimination against Children and its Relation to the
Cultural and Social Status in Yemen’, was conducted by Dal Centre for Cultural and Social
Studies, a local NGO, in cooperation with Save the Children Sweden.

Full Article — IRIN Middle East

Yemen — New Study on Discrimination against Children and its Relation to
the Cultural and Social Status in Yemen by National Information Centre,
Yemen
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Full Article (Arabic) - CRIN


http://www.crin.org/arabic/index.asp
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/B89372D46667EE77C125757E0052339F?opendocument
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=83475
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=19865

