


Disclaimer

The International Bureau for Children’s Rights is pleased to share with the visitors of its official
website this draft country profile on the status of the CRC implementation. This draft profile is
the preliminary result of the ongoing research project that will eventually cover all the States
parties to the Convention.

This draft is based on data that IBCR interns were able to collect from various Internet sources.
As the information on the Internet is often limited and may contain inaccuracies, this profile is
not meant to be complete or absolutely accurate. Still, IBCR has decided to publicize this draft
profile for the purpose of awareness-raising and exchanging of information.

In the meantime, IBCR remains open to any comments, corrections and feedback readers may
have. IBCR is seeking additional resources to improve this draft country profile and bring it to
the expert level. The reports on Cambodia, Indonesia, Sri Llanka, Timor Leste, and Viet Nam are
examples of expert level reports and are available on IBCR’s official website thanks to the
financial contribution of CIDA. The ultimate goal of this endeavour is to bolster international
understanding of children’s rights, disseminate knowledge about the CRC and assist
Governments in its implementation.



SULTANATE OF OMAN

Introduction

The Sultanate of Oman is a hereditary monarchal system consisting of no political parties.
Members of the Consultative Council, the single representative institution, are either elected
directly by vote or selected by the sultan. While citizens’ basic human rights are stated in the
Basic Charter promulgated in 1996, several key areas remain limited in practice. The Omani are
restricted from changing their government, marrying foreigners without the government’s
permission and establishing human rights organizations, among other concerns. !

In 2006, Oman’s population numbering 3 million includes 577 293 non nationals and it is
estimated that 42% of the total population is below the age of 14. The total fertility rate is
estimated at 5.8 children born per woman, and the infant mortality rate reaches 18.9 deaths per
thousand live births. The economy is largely based on oil and gas resources. Gross Domestic
Product per capita reached US$ 13 200 in 2006 and the GDP real growth rate attained 4.3% in
2005. Oman continues to liberalize its markets and in November of 2000 the country joined the
World Trade Organization. Finally, in order to reduce unemployment local workers are
encouraged instead of foreign expatriate workers.2

The country has adopted numerous modernization strategies under Sultan Qaboos bin Sa’id
designed to enforce children’s rights. With approximately 30 000 youth entering the labour
market every year, the Government has made job creation and the promotion of employment
high priorities.? Various legal and health reforms have also been initiated. However, despite the
reforms and the country’s encouraging economic prosperity and political stability, key areas
remain lacking in order to improve the promotion of children’s rights.

In August 2002, Oman adopted article 43 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC),
increasing the number of Child Rights Committee members from 10 to 18.4 However, Oman
has expressed numerous reservations to the CRC including articles 14 and 30 which grant
children freedom of religion, and the reservation of all provisions of the Convention which do
not accord with Islamic law or the legislation in force in the Sultanate.> Oman prepared the first
report on the rights of the child in 2001. The next report on the implementation of the
Convention will be published in September 2006.6 The main improvements made in children’s
rights deal with juvenile justice, school enrolment and discrimination based on gender.
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In addition, Oman recently ratified the two optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child in 2005 and the Convention on the elimination of discrimination against women in
2006.7

International Conventions and Treaties

e Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), ratified: December 9, 1996

e Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict,
ratified: October 17, 2004

e Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography, ratified: October 17, 2004

e Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, ratified: March 7,

2006

e Convention concerning the Prohibition and Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour, ratified: June 11, 2001

Children’s Rights

While Oman has nearly fulfilled the goals set at the World Summit for Children, it continues to
struggle with drastic reform in areas which are culturally sensitive.

Remaining obstacles include the protection of the child’s right to life, survival and
development in Oman. Although the trend is on the decline, regional disparities persist as
children in remote areas generally do not have the same access to health and educational services
as their counterparts in regions near the capital, Muscat. 8 In addition, children born out of
wedlock are at risk because fathers are not obligated to provide financial support to their
children under the Shari’a law, which prohibits adultery. Furthermore, a general practice of
marriage among close relatives and frequently at a young age has been found to be detrimental to
the physical and mental health and well being of children.®

Oman is reportedly one of the most progressive states in the Gulf region as the government has
been promoting girls’ education since 1970. Girls are granted the same access to education as
boys, currently making up 48.5% of total enrollment rates'® and representing 63% of the
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national undergraduates studying abroad.!’ Education is free and universal for all children
including those who are non citizens. Primary school education is also free and universal but not
compulsory.’? As a result, female and male enrolment rates in primary school were equal in
2003-2004 but totaled only 65%.13 Pre-school enrolment is substantially low as only 8% of
children of pre-school age were enrolled in 2000, as many children and in particular young girls
live in remote areas beyond the capital region and cannot afford the tuition fees for private pre-
schools. The government’s commitment to this age group is ambiguous and it is reluctant to
clarify its role by assuming greater financial responsibility until the Basic Education Project is
completed in 2018.14 However, regional disparities are beginning to be addressed through the
government’s creation of Directorate Generals in each of the country’s 11 educational regions.!>
This effort at decentralizing educational services is a favourable one. According to a Country
Report on Human Rights in Oman, statistics showed how in 2002 the government spent
approximately 13% of its total budget on education.¢

Discrimination against children based on the nationality of their parents is widespread. Omani
nationality is kept from children born to an Omani mother and a foreign father, although
nationality is granted without restriction to the child of an Omani father and a foreign mother.!”
Disabled children generally have access to important social services intended to meet their
specific needs. The Government has established rehabilitation centres for disabled children and
free physical therapy programs and prosthetic support are also available. Private and government
office buildings as well as shopping centres are also generally easily accessible to the disabled.!8
Furthermore, students with special needs have access to special schools and programs. In the
academic year of 2003-2004, 244 students were enrolled at a special school for the deaf and
mute, 299 students were being rehabilitated and cared for in a school for the mentally
handicapped, and 83 students attended a school for the blind.!®

All citizens receive a comprehensive, widely accessible public health care service free of charge
in Oman. The last few decades have shown considerable progress in the delivery of services and
a steady decrease in infant and maternal mortality rates. Thanks to the immunization program
which reached coverage of 94% in 1992, several vaccine-preventable diseases have been
eliminated. However, the central health issue for infants and children is the persistence of high
levels of malnutrition and obesity.2? The rate of malnutrition is uncertain. Government officials
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calculate it at 18%, while the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child estimates 23%.2!
According to the Committee malnutrition affects approximately 25% of children below 5 years
of age. In addition, female genital mutilation continues to be practiced by a few communities in
the interior and in the Dhofar region, however, it is considered rare and is declining annually.??

While Oman has implemented critical legal reforms in the area of juvenile justice it has not yet
raised the minimum age for criminal responsibility from nine years of age.?> A draft Juvenile Law
has been established which aims to rise the minimum age for criminal responsibility to 18 years.
Oman uses the death penalty but it does not allow this form of punishment for children.?4

Oman has expressed reservations to article 14 of the CRC which protects the freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion of children. Those children granted citizenship must attend
a school which provides instruction in Islam whereas non-citizens may attend schools which do
not offer this instruction. While the discussion of religious beliefs is permitted the government
prohibits non-Muslims from proselytizing Muslims. Furthermore, under Islamic law, a Muslim is
not permitted to change his or her religious affiliation.?>

Even though forced child labour has been prohibited since 1973, the occupation of camel
jockeying continues to be a source of forced child exploitation. Camel jockeying involves using
under-weight children as jockeys in camel races.?0 In 1999, the ILO estimated that less than 1%
of children between the ages of 10 and 14 in Oman were working in mainly small family
businesses in the agriculture and fishing sectors.2” The government recently rose the minimum
employment age in Oman from 13 years of age to 15 years of age in 2003.28

The Committee of the Rights of the Child welcomes the introduction of the new system for
reporting incidents of abuse of children and neglect and the establishment of the Family
Counselling and Guidance Department. The Committee remains concerned that there is
insufficient information and awareness in Oman of the ill-treatment and abuse of children within
the family and institutions. It recommends that the state take legislative measures to prohibit all

http://www.unicef.org/evaldatabase/files/2000 Oman health transition rec 347399.pdf (last accessed 7
June 20006)

2l Supra note 8

22 Supra note 1

23 Supra note 8

24“Juveniles and the Death Penalty: Executions Worldwide since 1990”, Amnesty International, 1
November 1998, available on-line at http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/engACT500111998 (last accessed
7 June 20006)

%5 “Annual Report on International Religious Freedom for 1999, US Department of State, 9 September
1999, available on-line at
http://www.unhct.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.htm?tbI=RSDCOI&id=3ae6a88a24 (last accessed 7
June 2007)

26 “Country Report on Human Rights Practices for 1998: Oman”, US Department of State, 26 February

1999, available on-line at
: cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.htm?tbI=RSDCOI&id=3ac6aa5624 (last accessed 7

June 2000) ; “Houbara Bustard Hunting - Camel-Jockeys”, United Nations Commission on Human Rights, 2
March 2003, available on-line at
http://pakistanidefenceforum.com/lofiversion/index.php/t7514.html (last accessed 7 June 2000)

27 “The Department of Labour’s 2001 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labour”, US Department of
Labour, 7 June 2002, available on-line at

http://www.dol.gov/ILLAB/media/reports/iclp/tda2001/Findings.pdf (last accessed 7 June 2006)

28 Supra note 1




forms of physical and mental violence, including corporal punishment and sexual abuse of
children in the family and institutions. This also includes areas such as abuse of children and
child labour within agricultural and domestic service sectors. 2 Furthermore, while Oman is
party to the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention 182, issues of child prostitution and sexual
exploitation of children are not adequately discussed due to cultural constraints.3? In addition,
information is lacking as to whether the trafficking and sale of children is occurring into,
through, or out of the country. Oman is a destination country for women and children form
South Asia to work as domestic workers, and as a result they can be easily trafficked. At present
no laws exist which prohibit human trafficking but other criminal law exist to prosecute
trafficking crimes. Moreover, Oman provides the same protection for legal and illegal workers
who fall victim to involuntary servitude. It provides, in addition, a 24-hour complaint line. 3!

Although Oman initially showed signs of interest in regards to the Land Mine Ban Treaty, it has
not been signed officially to date. According to LLand Mine Monitor there is a possibility that the
United States is stockpiling mines in Oman and remote areas of the country may be negatively
affected by the landmines. Specific information on this topic concerning the situation of children
is non-existent.3> While there is no conscription in Oman, voluntary recruitment for the armed
forces exists for individuals between the ages of 18 and 30 and secondary education is
compulsory in order to join the army; there is no information available to confirm if minors are
participating in the government army. However, it is duly noted that military schools for
children, or people under the age of 18, are non-existent.3?

In conclusion, although the Sultanate of Oman is at the moment a politically stable and
economically prosperous country, it continues to lack the respect for human rights and in
particular children rights which have become standard around the world through the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In certain regional areas where children are deprived of
proper access to health and educational services, many suffer from high levels of either
malnutrition or obesity, and remain victims of cultural discrimination.
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